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ABSTRACT: From the perspective of our current time, it seems to be easy to ne-

glect how dynamic the changes of social reality were, whose effects were experienced by 
the contemporaries of the late 1970s, and also, how politically significant and interna-
tionally influential the far-left parties and labour unions in the countries of Western Eu-
rope were. In a short period separating the “long year of socialism in Europe” (1974–
1976) from the beginning of neoliberal reforms in the early 1980s, Eurocommunist par-
ties reached both the zenith and the downfall of their influence in the domestic politics of 
Mediterranean countries and in international Marxist initiatives. At the same time, a 
similar path would be followed by Yugoslav communists, who became the closest associ-
ates and financial supporters of Eurocommunist parties, with LCY reaching the height of 
its influence on the European far left, only to lose it in a seemingly sudden turn of events. 
This paper will examine the potential manifestations of a long-term social and historical 
process that only became visible towards the end of the last decade of the “welfare state” 
in Europe. The presented research results were derived from applying the classical his-
torical method to archival sources, while the same results were subjected to the compar-
ative method to identify potential factors that may have influenced the stated process. 
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Times of “great enthusiasm” and the zenith  
of Yugoslav influence on the European far-left 

 
When Italian and French writers and filmmakers present the social reality of 

both rich and poor urban quarters in the late 1970s, there was a constantly recurring 
theme of conflict on the Italian and French far-left, with the clashes between Euro-
communists, socialists, anarchists, new-age university movements or new-age ter-
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rorists often influencing every sphere of public and private life. When confronted with 
the testimonies of how seemingly insignificant differences in understanding of similar 
ideologies articulated the animosities that broke apart political coalitions, unions, 
student organisations or even families and personal relations, we are tempted to for-
get the broader picture that tells the story of how the political and everyday life of two 
greatest military and economic powers of the Western Bloc became almost entirely 
dominated by the left-wing parties and movements.1 Various studies in social sci-
ences and humanities have been devoted to analyses of numerous factors that could 
have potentially made possible for the leftist parties and movements to regain influ-
ence and popularity they held during the “Red Spring” (Primavera Rossa) of Europe 
(1946–1949), and to almost achieve a peaceful transition of economic and political 
systems in Italy and France less than a decade after the rebellions of 1968 and just 
years before the beginning of neoliberal reforms in the Western Bloc.2 

One of many factors which had certain contribution towards the strengthening of 
leftist parties and labour unions was the creation of Eurocommunism, which allowed com-
munist parties of the Mediterranean to more effectively address the direct consequences of 
fast social changes that were occurring in welfare state era Western Europe, as well as to 
expand cooperation with other far-left and eventually, left-wing centrist parties both within 
their own countries, and in the growing sphere of European Economic Community.3 
What is now commonly recognised as the Eurocommunist ideology was gradually devel-
oped through a similar process of implementing reforms in political practices and changing 
principles that defined the official party ideologies of Italian, French, Spanish, and Greek 
communist parties.4 Analysed sources indicate that the same ideas which reformist fac-
tions gathered around led to debates among French communist philosophers and mem-
bers of the Italian party (PCI) leadership almost immediately after the end of the Second 
World War, and that economic changes of the early 1950s contributed considerably to the 
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growing prominence of the Italian and French early reformists.5 Reformist factions within 
Mediterranean parties expanded their influence through the 1950s and especially in the 
1960s. Still, it was not until the Czechoslovakia crisis in 1968 and subsequent “great split” 
on the European far-left that future Eurocommunist parties were ready to abandon the 
tradition of appropriating principles of the Bolshevik socialist model, since they were aware 
that such a course of action would inevitably lead them to conflict with the powerful Com-
munist party of the Soviet Union, and all the parties of the Eastern Bloc.6 

Recorded conversations between Yugoslav and Italian communists show that 
many members of the PCI leadership felt quite comfortable discussing their reformist 
ideas with the LCY members in the early 1960s, and that during the times of rising ten-
sions on the European far-left in 1967, Luigi Longo managed to obtain enthusiastic as-
surances from Josip Broz Tito that Yugoslav party would support Italian communists in 
the enactment of their already made reformist plans, as well as during the anticipated con-
flict with the Soviet party.7 During the political turmoil of 1968 and after the split of Eu-
ropean communist parties at the 1969 summit in Moscow over the question of Soviet 
responsibility for the invasion of Czechoslovakia8, League of Communists of Yugoslavia 
greatly expanded its policies of providing financial aid to the reformist fractions of Spanish 
and Greek communist parties in exile, while at the same time cutting the financial and 
other forms of support for those fractions that remained in close relations with the lead-
ership of Soviet party.9 When the reformist fraction of the French party finally started to 
openly criticise those policies of party leadership that they had defined as “Stalinist”, Yu-
goslav communists organised and financed numerous programs for research visits, con-
ferences and vacations for those French communists and union representatives who were 
supporting the reforms of PCF policies and eventually, the formal adoption of the new 
Eurocommunist ideology.10 

 
5  The Archive of Yugoslavia (Arhiv Jugoslavije – AJ), found 507, League of Communists of Yugosla-
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6  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 122/1-52-81, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-392-426, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 33/I-210-255, 
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After the communist parties of the Mediterranean changed their ideologies and 
reformed their political practices, the League of Communists of Yugoslavia continued 
to support Eurocommunist parties in their conflicts with Eastern Bloc parties, both 
publicly, in international institutions of the Labour movement and in the organisation 
of the European far-left, and behind the curtains.11 That was done through sharing con-
fidential information with the French reformists, replacing the Soviets in providing pro-
tection and various services of Yugoslav state institutions to Spanish and Greek com-
munists in exile, including military aid to the resistance groups in Greece, and partici-
pating in the secretive plans of Italian communists to direct minor parties and move-
ments towards the reformist course.12 In the realm of Italian and French domestic pol-
itics, which was becoming increasingly unstable with the beginning of the political cri-
sis of the 1970s, League of Communists of Yugoslavia invested significant efforts into 
contributing to the expansion of Eurocommunist political influence, and thus Yugoslav 
party institutions and labour unions often took the role of mediators and organisers of 
various platforms for negotiations about cooperation between French communists and 
socialists, as well as between Italian communists, socialists and democratic Chris-
tians.13 Lastly, Yugoslav party and state institutions participated in, or even financed, 
the implementation of numerous PCI initiatives aimed at bringing together various left-
ist parties and movements within the European Economic Community and in the re-
gions of the Mediterranean, the Middle East, Africa, and South America.14 

Through investing the rising Yugoslav international influence within the coun-
tries outside Eastern and Western Bloc, as well as the increasing economic power of 
Yugoslav state, League of Communists of Yugoslavia achieved a constant rise of its 
influence on the European far-left, and during the last decade of the welfare state pol-
icies in Europe, finally managed to succeed in creating a significant opposition to the 
previously hegemonic control that Soviet party held in increasingly complex sphere 
of relations between leftist parties and movements in Western Europe.15 Some con-
temporary authors of articles published in the Italian and French press assessed that 
the League of Communists of Yugoslavia achieved the greatest success of its policies 
towards Eurocommunist parties during the conflict between the Eastern and West-
ern communist parties that accompanied preparations for the Conference of the Eu-
ropean communist parties in Berlin, which lasted from 1974 to 1976.16 Through 
careful tactics and long term planning, group of the Western communist parties that 
was under the informal leadership of Italian and Yugoslav party managed to hold their 
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12  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 122/1-52-81, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-392-426, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 33/I-210-255, 
AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 33/I-712-779, Information on the development of cooperation between LCY and 
PCI, PCF, PCE and KKE. 
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14  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-395-427, Recorded conversations with the members of PCI leadership. 
15  AJ, SSRNJ, A-074-078, International cooperation, Reports on Mediterranean conferences. 
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position in complex negotiations with the Eastern Bloc parties, and to further im-
prove it by capitalising on the dynamic changes in both geopolitical situation and in-
dividual social reality of Western and Eastern European countries during the times 
that were to a certain degree shaped by the new circumstances of the détente.17 That 
allowed Yugoslav and Italian communists to finally reach a compromise with the So-
viet party towards the early summer of 1976 which included the Soviet formal recog-
nition of the political benefits that arrived from the changes of political practices (but 
not of party ideologies) of Mediterranean parties (which was considered by PCI and 
LCY leadership to be an informal recognition of the idea that principles of Bolshevik 
socialist model could not be universally applied to every country and historical time), 
and in turn, parties under the influence of PCI and LCY only agreed to sign a docu-
ment stating their support to Soviet party`s commitment towards the principles of 
the détente, which allowed the Soviets to showcase to the governments of Western 
Bloc that they still hold some, though rapidly diminishing, control over some of the 
most influential political parties in Western Europe.18 

During the increasingly frequent visits of General Secretary of PCI to Yugosla-
via, Josip Broz Tito and Enrico Berlinguer spent many hours in confidential and cor-
dial conversations about the plans of LCY and PCI to expand the influence of the in-
formal group that was already named the Reformist Bloc of Marxist parties outside 
Mediterranean into the sphere of European politics and outside the limitations pre-
sented by international institutions of Labor movement into the undefined and seem-
ingly borderless, but ever expanding sphere of the global far-left.19 Just a few weeks 
after the Berlin conference, delegations of LCY and PCI met with two main topics of 
discussion prepared for the agenda of the meeting – organising a large political initi-
ative of many major and minor European left-wing parties and movements to 
strengthen the foundations of the continental welfare state, and organising forums for 
discussion about expanding cooperation between Eurocommunists and those com-
munist or socialist parties of Middle East, Africa and Southern America whose party 
ideologies evolved like the one followed in designing the reforms of Yugoslav socialist 
model.20 Ambitious plans of Yugoslav and Italian communists also included increas-
ing mutual support for Spanish and Greek communists that was expected to contrib-
ute to the process of reestablishing the influence PCE and KKE held before the civil 
wars in Spain and Greece, as well as cooperation in the efforts to undermine the re-
maining influence of the political elements which supported right-wing dictatorships 
in the Mediterranean countries.21 To the contemporary analysts from numerous LCY 
party institutions, that was the time of great enthusiasm on the European far-left, 

 
17  AJ, KPR, I-2/68, Berlin Conference of 1976, Materials for preparations of Yugoslav delegation in 

Berlin. 
18  AJ, KPR, I-3-a/44-48, Reception of the general secretary of PCI, Enrico Berlinguer. 
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which was expected to culminate in the new “historical compromise” between Italian 
communists and democratic Christians, leading towards expansion of welfare state 
policies and the eventual transition of social reality in Italy that would result in the 
creation of a new economic and political system.22 

 
“Almost a socialist state in a capitalist world”:  

Death of Aldo Moro and the end of “historical compromise” 
 
Analysed sources show that many contemporary authors of articles published in 

French and later, Spanish and Greek party newspapers viewed reforms conducted by 
the Communist Party of Italy as a cause of unprecedented political success of Italian 
communists in the late 1970s, and subsequently, as a model according to which they 
could define their own reformist policies.23 Italian communists were the first to formally 
change their party policies and define a new party ideology (then referred to as “Italian 
way to socialism”) in 1969, over the course of the XII Congress of PCI held in Bologna, 
and the first to adopt the term Eurocommunism, invented by the press and media, to 
describe the new Marxist ideology.24 The Italian party was also the first communist 
party of the Mediterranean that proposed the gradual change of social reality through 
the expansion of welfare state policies as the end-goal of the new party ideology and 
primary objective to be taken into account when discussing political practice, which 
opened up new possibilities regarding cooperation with the other leftist parties, and 
even parties that participated in Italian governments.25 Lastly, the Italian Communist 
Party was the first to achieve considerable political success after the introduction of Eu-
rocommunist reforms, which, according to Italian socialist estimates, was already evi-
dent in the early seventies, when the popularity of PCI started to rise again after more 
than a decade of decline.26 After the PCI’s “historical success” in the 1976 Italian elec-
tions, authors of the reports of the LCY Office for International Relations concluded that 
“political benefits of Eurocommunism” were decisively proven both by the election re-
sults and by the subsequent beginning of negotiations between Enrico Berlinguer and 
Aldo Moro about the cooperation between Italian communists and the government.27 

A path for the expansion of cooperation between the fraction of democratic 
Christians gathered around the personality of Aldo Moro and the reformed Com-
munist Party of Italy was laid by the many new party policies PCI specifically defined 
to uphold the principles of the proposed, yet never formally adopted, program for 
regulating political practice that was referred to as a “historical compromise”.28 The 

 
22  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-426-513, Reports on political and social situation in Italy. 
23  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 122/1-52-81, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-392-426, AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 33/I-210-255, 
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24  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-429, Reports of the Yugoslav delegation present at XII Congress of PCI in 
Bologna. 

25  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-427, Materials sent by PCI, explanation of the “Italian road to socialism”. 
26  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-395-427, Recorded conversations with the members of PCI leadership. 
27  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-426-513, Reports on political and social situation in Italy. 
28  Emanuele Bernardi, “Aldo Moro and Enrico Berlinguer”, in: The Oxford Handbook on Italian poli-
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term itself arrived from a series of articles written by Enrico Berlinguer and other mem-
bers of PCI leadership about the possible cooperation between the communists and the 
state, to which Aldo Moro replied with numerous expressions of cordial support to-
wards both proposed PCI reforms and discussions about ways to improve relations be-
tween democratic Christians and communists in Italy.29 Later, both Italian communists 
and democratic Christians started to frequently use the term “historical compromise” 
to describe multiple possible future scenarios in which PCI and parties of the Italian 
government were supposed to exchange political concessions in order to contribute to-
wards stabilising political crisis and calming down the rapid increasement of social ten-
sions that followed the beginning of the “years of lead” (Anni di piombo) in Italy.30 Thus, 
according to the assessments of both Yugoslav and French communists, “historical 
compromise” became a “purposely undefined term”, used in order to referee to expected 
future cooperation but to “cast a shadow” over its changeable intended extent, the price 
that would be paid in currently unacceptable political concessions, and seemingly ap-
proaching time when the final terms would be agreed upon in growingly complex ne-
gotiations between the narrow inner circles of Enrico Berlinguer and Aldo Moro.31 

While Italian communists presented the final version of the “historical com-
promise” as a distant and uncertain future during their conversations with the repre-
sentatives of Eastern Bloc parties, they were frequently and elaborately speaking to 
their Yugoslav counterparts about the expected expansions of collaboration with 
democratic Christians since the beginning of the political crisis within most countries 
of Western Europe and the Mediterranean in the early 1970s.32 After their success in 
the Italian elections of 1976 and subsequent compromise with the Soviet party in 
Berlin, Italian communists finally informed the LCY delegation in Rome of their esti-
mate that PCI would soon begin to participate informally in the formulation of Italian 
state policies and to cooperate closely with the new government.33 During the meet-
ings with the Yugoslav union representatives, sources close to the party leadership of 
democratic Christians confirmed that Aldo Moro views the government created after 
the election of 1976 as only a temporary solution, until the final compromise was 
reached with the leadership of PCI, and Moroʼs vision of a government comprised of 
socialists and democratic Christians and supported by the Communist Party of Italy 
could be materialised at last, bringing an end to the age of political strife and social 
tensions in Italy.34 According to both the testimonies of Italian communists and con-
temporary political analysts, it was planned that Italian communists would provide 
the government with their political support and their help in the excessive police and 
military actions against the “new age” terrorist groups of both far-right and far-left 
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33  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 30/I-317, Analyses of the reports about the meeting of LCY and PCF delegations. 
34  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-392-426, Information about the cooperation between LCY and PCI. 
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ideologies. In turn, the new government would consult PCI in defining its domestic 
policies, giving Italian communists and labour unions under PCI influence a certain 
amount of participation in the process of defining new social policies.35  

Italian and Yugoslav communists expected that, through the expansion of welfare-
state policies in Italy, the political power of the PCI and labour unions would increase 
dramatically, allowing them to pressure future governments to grant even more conces-
sions, thereby further increasing the influence of Italian communists and unions.36 In 
their numerous articles published in various Marxist journals around Italy and Europe, 
Enrico Berlinguer and other members of the Italian party leadership expressed that the 
previously stated outcome was the ideal model for achieving “peaceful transition” of Ital-
ian social reality, which they had already defined as the most important goal of their efforts 
to create a new party ideology back in 1968 and 1969.37 Analysed sources show the ex-
istence of a common belief among Italian party members and other Eurocommunists, 
that evolved around the idea that further expansion of welfare state policies would ensure 
continuation of the already started process, during which a constant increase in social pol-
icies and union power would become socially normalised to a degree which would allow 
for the belief in left-wing economic principles to become a social norm. At the same time, 
strengthened labour unions, university movements and various working class social 
groups would have enough money and free time to devote themselves to the matters of 
cultural inequalities, thus contributing towards the already started expansion of their con-
ceptions about human rights as well as various humanitarian and egalitarian ideas that 
only became determining questions of heated public debates during the civil rights move-
ments of 1950s and university rebellions of 1960s.38 That process would eventually make 
it inevitable for all political parties and movements to adjust their ideologies further, pro-
pose economic policies and political practices in accordance with the dominant leftist 
principles, thus making it possible for the Italian society to peacefully evolve from the cap-
italist reality towards a form of socialism, and later, towards a Marxist utopia.39 

The time of enthusiastic hopes shared by Italian and Yugoslav communists 
was cut short when, in 1978, Aldo Moro was first kidnapped and then murdered, for 
which a far-left terrorist group named the Red Brigades claimed responsibility. Still, 
many theories have emerged to address numerous speculations about the involve-
ment of external factors. That left Moro’s faction of democratic Christians in a weak-
ened position just as they were about to face the steadily growing opposition to the 
notion of “historical compromise” in yet another power struggle within the party.40 
Italian communists offered their help in searching for Moro’s murderers, and even-
tually, the continuation of the talks about the possible expansion of cooperation to 

 
35  AJ, SSRNJ, A-074-078, International cooperation, Information about the political parties in Italy. 
36  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-543-555, Analysis of the correspondence between the institutions of LCY 
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38  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-427, Materials sent by PCI, explanation of the “Italian road to socialism”. 
39  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-429, Reports of the Yugoslav delegation present at XII Congress of PCI in 

Bologna. 
40  Luka Filipović, Evrokomunizam i Jugoslavija 1968–1980 (Novi Sad: Akademska knjiga, Beograd: 

Institut za savremenu istoriju, 2023), 383–398. 
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Berlinguer’s cousin, Francesco Cossiga, and other democratic Christians who were still 
in favour of continuing Moro`s policies towards communists. However, at the same time, 
Italian communists during their visits to Yugoslavia testified that they were completely 
aware that their dreams about socialist Italy were condemned to be buried with Moro, 
since the same internal powers which could have helped Red Brigades achieve the goals 
of their attack would never allow for Cossiga not to share the fate of Moro if he continued 
in his path. The external factors which may have been responsible for the murder of Moro 
would never allow for a semi-socialist state to be gradually developed within the borders 
of the Western Bloc.41 Authors of the reports that were coming from various party offices 
of LCY concluded that from that moment, only further distancing was possible in all im-
aginary future developments of relations between Italian Eurocommunists and the two 
major government parties, democratic Christians and socialists, which would slowly but 
inevitably lead to isolation and eventual loss of prestige and influence of PCI not just in 
Italy, but also on the European far-left.42 Analysed sources indicate that numerous con-
temporaries found hard to believe how close Italian communist party came to actually 
become an unofficial part of the government, as well as how close Italy came to become 
what authors of the articles in Yugoslav party press described as “almost a socialist state 
in capitalist world” in the end of the long-term historical process that was interrupted by 
the death of Moro and abandonment of the “historical compromise”.43 

 
Failed investments of the Yugoslav and Italian communists  

in the restoration of far-left influence in the political life of Spain and Greece 
 
 The correspondence between LCY and PCI in the aftermath of Moroʼs death 

shows that after the failed attempt to achieve compromise with the ruling parties of 
Italy, Italian communists grew increasingly distant from the other political parties 
and movements in Italy, while the period that LCY analysts once described as a “times 
of great enthusiasm” slowly transitioned to the “times of defeatism”, which was 
marked by gradual abandonment of the reforms conducted within the PCI domestic 
political program.44 According to the assessments of leading Spanish and Yugoslav 
communists, their Italian counterparts even briefly tried to compensate for the lost 
prestige and political power in Italy by zealously working to expand their influence in 
international organisations of European far-left, and for a short period of time even 
succeeded in the effort to renew many of their international policies and programs 
that were to a certain extent neglected during the negotiations on possible compro-
mises with the Italian government, as well as to revive a shadow of former optimism 
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among the left-wing parties of Western Europe.45 Over the course of their renewed 
long meetings about possible international initiatives of communists parties of the 
Mediterranean, Europe and countries of the Non-Aligned Movement, members of 
PCI and LCY jointly concluded that restoration of former influence held by Spanish 
and Greek communists before the civil wars in Spain and Greece was of primary con-
dition for the favourable outcome of their efforts to “breathe new life” into the already 
diminishing sphere of far-left influence in Western Europe and hold back the rising 
tides of socialist or early New Right popularity.46 

 Yugoslav and Italian communists tried to define common policies of providing 
financial and numerous other forms of support for Spanish and Greek communists, as 
well as various programs of cooperation between those labour unions that maintained 
close ties with the parties of the Mediterranean far-left, to help PCE and KKE regain their 
once dominant position in the changing political life of Spain and Greece.47 Together with 
the Yugoslav government, the League of Communists of Yugoslavia decided to utilise the 
still-growing international influence of the Yugoslav state to help Greek and Spanish com-
munists return from exile and to initiate negotiations to expand cooperation with the pro-
visional governments of Greece and Spain. Yugoslav communists also set a unique his-
torical precedent by expanding financial aid to Greek and Spanish parties upon the return 
of KKE and PCE leaderships from exile, and by increasing budgets for medical care, free 
vacations, and research visits to Yugoslavia for Greek and Spanish communists. On their 
part, Italian communists organised seminars for their Spanish and Greek counterparts in 
Italy, which allowed them to observe the inner workings of the reformed PCI party struc-
tures. They provided PCE and KKE party institutions with considerable amounts of 
Marxist literature by Eurocommunist authors, as well as the expertise of senior PCI mem-
bers and union officials, who travelled to Spain and Greece to help local party boards and 
unions implement democratisation reforms and build decentralised administrations.48 
However, recorded conversations between PCI and LCY delegations show that, despite 
all the mentioned actions, members of the Italian and Yugoslav party leadership still had 
doubts that the favourable historical moment for the expansion of PCE and KKE influence 
in Spain and Greece had already passed.49 

 Even during the first moths that followed the end of right-wing dictatorships 
in Greece and Spain which marked the “long year of European democratic socialism” 
(1974–1976), authors of the reports produced by LCY and PCI party offices showed 
certain concern that popularity of the Greek and Spanish party, whose leaderships 
were returning from exile, did not the expansion expected in the times of political tur-
moil which followed the fall of far-right regimes.50 Already in 1975, over the course 
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of numerous meetings held between delegations of LCY and PCI to determine new poli-
cies concerning cooperation of Mediterranean communist parties and creation of wider 
international leftist initiatives, Yugoslav and Italian communists assessed that momen-
tum of already fast social changes in the Mediterranean region would be rapidly increased 
in years that would follow the end of more than half a century long period which was 
defined by rise and fall of numerous far-right dictatorships and military juntas in the coun-
tries across the region.51 During their first meetings after the death of Francisco Franco 
and the beginning of political transition in Spain, Josip Broz Tito and Santiago Carrillo 
concluded that Spanish communists might suffer a considerable loss of influence if the 
popularity of far-right decreases rapidly, and during the course of the long-term process 
in which political situation in the country would change in such a manner that another 
civil war becomes highly unlikely future scenario in the perceptions of contemporaries.52 
Even though far-right organisations that viewed themselves as successors of Frankist re-
gime attempted to initiate coup d’état in Spain only in 1981, Spanish communists already 
started suffering from significant decrease in PCE election results starting from 1977 on-
wards, with many prominent members of both fractions that were again unified in one 
Communist Party of Spain leaving the party in order to join the socialists, whose popu-
larity was constantly on the rise during the times of transition.53 

As soon as they had started to conduct official visits to Yugoslavia and Italy, 
members of the interior Greek party leadership conveyed to their Yugoslav and Italian 
counterparts that many Greek communists were abandoning the ranks of KKE and 
joining the social democrats, left-wing liberals and even centrist parties and move-
ments, which were able to achieve most political gains from the turmoil that followed 
the fall of military dictatorship in Greece. Members of LCY delegation noted that 
Greek communists spoke about the actions of those who had quit the KKE with 
“moderately disappointed, but calm voice”, while emphasising estimations that for-
mer communists were quitting the party because they understand that far-left politi-
cal prominence would slowly fade away without a presence of politically significant 
far-right power that would keep reproducing social tensions and fears, which com-
munist parties could then articulate and integrate into their revolutionary agenda.54  

Furthermore, Yugoslav and Italian communists assessed that one of the major 
factors that contributed towards gradual weakening of political position held by 
Spanish and Greek far-left parties and labour unions was almost constant infighting 
between increasingly distant and different groups of Marxists, anarchists and those 
inclined to New Left ideologies, which became more common without an integrating 
effect of the “common enemy” that would create a powerful enough threat to force 
various groups on the far-left to overcome their disagreements in order to form a uni-
fied resistance.55 For example, in the last months of 1978, Yugoslav and Italian com-
munists enthusiastically discussed numerous plans to organise conferences, semi-
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nars, and vacations to bring together various new groups on the Greek and Spanish 
far left, as well as to promote their cooperation with the KKE and the PCE. Only a few 
months later, in the summer of 1979, authors of the reports coming from the LCY 
Office for International Relations and Cooperation felt the need to especially focus 
their attention on the failures of Greek and Spanish communists to find common 
ground even among the divided fractions of their own parties, concluding that it was 
extremely unlikely that communists parties would ever again become the unifying 
force on the Greek and Spanish far-left.56 

At the same time, Yugoslav and Italian communists started to share their 
thoughts on the seemingly constant rise of popularity and increasing influence of the 
socialists on the left-wing of the political spectrum in most Mediterranean countries, 
while on the right-wing, they encountered the appearance of the first continental fol-
lowers of those ideas that had already been recognised as the ideologies of the New 
Right in Great Britain and the United States.57 During his many visits to Yugoslavia, 
Santiago Carrillo often spoke to Yugoslav communists about how the left-wing par-
ties were getting much more moderate with the turbulent years of political crises, ter-
rorism and cultural changes in Western Europe, while the right-wing parties were 
becoming more radicalised and were attracting many more young people, represent-
atives of the working class and academics than ever before.58 Just before the death of 
Josip Broz Tito, leaders of KKE wrote to the LCY party offices expressing concern 
that with the constant decline of the internal Greek party influence, social democrats 
and left-wing liberals in Greece were becoming the only political forces capable of 
resisting the “ever growing appeal” of those right-wing parties that were “claiming to 
have new economic and cultural solutions for social tensions”, but it was questionable 
would the moderate left even be interested in resisting those new forces whose influ-
ence had already managed to spread all the way from the financial centres of transat-
lantic world to the rural Greece, or it would make a political bargain with them.59  

Authors of the articles in Italian Marxist papers testified that Italian com-
munists feel a certain obligation to express feelings of shock and doubt when con-
fronted with the facts about rising socialist power in Spain, but fail to devote attention 
to the fact that, while the PCI was stagnating both in terms of its domestic and interna-
tional influence, Italian socialists were gaining prominence. The new socialist president 
of Italy, Sandro Pertini, was becoming an unofficial leader of continental European re-
sistance against the first concepts of neoliberal economic reforms.60 However, Italian 
communists themselves often spoke about how their French counterparts were com-
pletely disregarding the fact that support of their traditional voters was slowly going 
over to the newly rising faction of the socialists led by François Mitterrand, who would 
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eventually win in the presidential race against the PCF leader, Georges Marchais, 
though the communist party would eventually become a part of the socialist govern-
ment in France. Still, according to the French communists’ own estimates, it would 
“leave the socialist government much weaker than it has joined it”.61 Although contem-
poraries could not have known it in the last years of welfare-state economic policies in 
Western Europe, the time that Berlinger’s successors in PCI later named the “time of 
socialist governments and neoliberal reforms” was already approaching.62 

 
Gradual distancing – Slow marching consequences  

of the abandonment of reformist policies in Yugoslavia 
 
In the last months of the period that would be remembered as the “welfare state 

era” in Western Europe, the influence of communist parties in Greece and Spain was rap-
idly decreasing, while the two biggest communist parties outside the Eastern Bloc were 
entering a period of political isolation, which was in the case of French communists a 
“self-imposed” exile from the institutionalised politics in France, and in the case of Italian 
communists, a consequence of rising pressure from the socialists on the left and failure to 
find a common cause with the democratic Christians.63 Analysed sources show that a sig-
nificant number of PCF Central Committee members openly spoke to their Yugoslav 
counterparts about their calculated plans to increase their influence through distancing 
themselves from everyday political problems. On the other hand, Italian communists as-
sessed that PCF isolationism was a desperate gamble to retain the votes of those who were 
still finding themselves on the margins of society despite the welfare state policies, and 
whose animosities towards the entire new “political class” arising in France, as well as 
towards state institutions themselves, were being increasingly articulated by the ideolo-
gies of New Left movements.64 On the other hand, PCI was suffering from the political 
consequences of the failure to move forwards with its plans of creating new European 
leftist initiatives, which increasingly included integrating far-left parties into initiatives 
started within the institutions of European Economic Community, and was unable to 
showcase its international influence to the Italian public, especially to the growing mod-
erate-left majority, which was, in the words of PCI leadership, “already impressed on the 
daily basis” by Pertini’s continuation of Nenni’s expansion of the international signifi-
cance of the Italian socialists.65 

However, PCI and PCF still held the position of second most popular parties in 
their countries judging by the election results, while possessing such social influence in 
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many local communities that could only be described as astonishing from today’s per-
spective, and keeping control over the majority of labour unions, who were able to retain 
their position as significant political and economic powers even in the last years of the 
welfare-state era in Italy and France.66 The only area in which Italian and French com-
munists were significantly pushed back by the rising power of socialists and early ne-
oliberals was the ever-expanding sphere of international relations of the major political 
parties in contemporary Europe. It should be mentioned that Italian communists later 
testified that they were, back in the late 1970s and early 1980s, almost entirely unaware 
of how the early New Right activists used the institutions of European Economic Com-
munity to increase their influence within their own countries, while the socialists gained 
prominence through the complex manoeuvres of asserting their role as “defenders of 
welfare state” and negotiating with the economic reformists.67 Failures to expand their 
influence within the “uncharted” territories of growingly institutionalised and central-
ised Western European politics could have only contributed towards determination of 
both PCI and PCF to return within the “well-known spheres” of European leftist move-
ments, and to finally finish at least some of their old plans about integrating remaining 
far-left parties of the Mediterranean region in formal and informal interest groups as well 
as starting new initiatives within the international organisations of the Labor move-
ment.68 In this regard, both Italian and French communists counted on the support from 
the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, which had previously showed the will to fi-
nance their endeavours of pushing back against the Soviet control in the sphere of rela-
tions between European Marxist parties, as well as to invest its significant international 
influence into expanding cooperation between the Eurocommunists and the left-wing 
parties and movements from Middle East, East Asia, Africa and South America.69 

Despite that, reports from LCY party offices suggest that Yugoslav communists 
in 1978 and 1979 did not approach the propositions of PCI and PCF leaderships 
about expanding their cooperation in the field of relations between Marxist parties of 
Europe and of the world nearly as enthusiastically as they did just a year or two ago, 
during the zenith of both Eurocommunist influence in Western Europe and LCY in-
fluence on the European far-left.70 The League of Communists of Yugoslavia cordially 
accepted the invitations of the PCI and the PCF to participate in the process of defin-
ing new international initiatives to be organised by the Italian, French, and Yugoslav 
communists. Still, records of Yugoslav state and party institutions clearly show that 
the formal acceptance was not followed by the sudden or even noticeable expansion 
in the amounts and forms of financial aid provided to Eurocommunist parties, as had 
happened through the late 1960s and much of the 1970s.71 Another pattern that was 
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slowly beginning to fade from the traditions that marked close relations between the 
Yugoslav and Italian parties was the custom of holding multiple meetings of PCI and 
LCY party delegations in Yugoslavia or Italy whenever there was a cause to organise 
them. These consultations, which over time became almost a ritual in the relations of 
the two parties that lasted for several days, included expensive hotel receptions and 
dinner parties, and were repeated, depending on the circumstance, either every 
month or at least once in three months, became an occurrence that was repeated once 
or twice a year starting from 1979 onwards.72 The intensity of written correspond-
ence between PCI and LCY, which used to be maintained on a weekly and sometimes 
daily basis, not just between official party institutions but also between individual 
members of PCI and LCY party leaderships, slowly decreased towards the end of the 
“last decade of welfare state in Europe”. At the same time, the tone of some letters, 
notes and documents that were almost regularly exchanged between PCI and LCY 
institutions started losing its usual, everyday simplicity, with familiarities that were 
warm to an almost rude extent, and was beginning to regain its cordial but formal, 
polite but distant character that it had before the turbulent events of 1968 and 1979.73 

On the other hand, sources that testify about the visits of Eurocommunists 
leaders to Yugoslavia and their meetings with Josip Broz Tito from 1977 to 1979 
do not contain any noticeable examples of new phenomenon in relations between 
LCY and communist parties of Mediterranean that could be described as gradual 
distancing, unlike in the case of documents of LCY party offices and official corre-
spondence between Yugoslav communists and their Western European counter-
parts.74 Thus, the continuation of extremely familiar and cordial relations between 
Josip Broz Tito and general secretaries of Eurocommunist parties should not be 
interpreted as an indicator that process of distancing had not already begun while 
the internationally influential president of LCY was still alive, but rather as an ar-
gument in favour of the hypothesis that it was the personal relations of Josip Broz 
Tito with the leaders of Western European parties that kept the distancing of LCY 
from the communists parties of Mediterranean from becoming apparent to the con-
temporaries to the extent it did soon after the funeral of Yugoslav leader in May of 
1980.75 Almost immediately after the death of Josip Broz Tito, all the general sec-
retaries and even their deputies ceased both to come to Yugoslavia and receive del-
egations of Yugoslav communists personally.76 Yugoslav party and state institutions 
soon started reducing the amounts dedicated to financial aid for the Eurocom-
munist parties, while still frequent correspondence between the highest levels of 
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the party leaderships of LCY and communist parties of the Mediterranean rapidly 
decreased until it finally came to an end in a period from 1981–1984, depending 
on the specific case of an Eurocommunist party.77 The fact that one historical event 
such as the death of a single person, no matter how significant was the influence 
that person wielded, can mark an end of a long-term historical process, should al-
most without an exception testify that process had taken a different path then per-
ceived by contemporaries even during the lifetime of that significant individual, 
with the disappearance of that “great name” from the “historical stage” only making 
the consequences of the long-term changes more visible.78 

In the case of League of Communists of Yugoslavia and Eurocommunist parties, 
we can see the clear signs of mutual mistrust as early as during the 1977 conference of 
Mediterranean communist leaders in Madrid, when authors of the reports produced by 
LCY offices concluded that neither Spanish, nor French, and “not even Italian” com-
munists had disclosed in full detail to their Yugoslav counterparts what was discussed 
during the private meetings of Enrico Berlinguer, Santiago Carrillo and Georges Mar-
chais.79 That was, however, only a minor incident in otherwise very close and trustful re-
lations that were continuously renewed during the time of still expanding cooperation be-
tween Yugoslav communists and Eurocommunist parties, that serves only as “an excep-
tion that proves the rule” but also as a reminder that LCY, PCI, PCF and KKE were, de-
spite all the cordialities and personal friendships between their party leaderships, still par-
ties with separate, though often similar ideologies, internal structures and party inter-
ests.80 An example of open disagreement between LCY and the Eurocommunist leader-
ship predates the Madrid conference. It stems from differences over the very term Euro-
communism. While the Yugoslav communists passionately supported Eurocommunist 
reforms, they most often refrained from the usage of the usage of the term Eurocom-
munism, judging that it could be interpreted as indicating the further distance from the 
older Marxist ideologies than it was practically useful, especially in regard to relations 
with Eastern Bloc communists and other parties that participated in the international in-
stitutions of the Labor movement, which became only point of disagreement found in the 
sources that testify about the relations between Josip Broz Tito and Enrico Berlinguer.81 
Despite that minor difference in opinions on terminology, Berlinguer was very fast to act 
when the first open criticism of Yugoslav socialist model, leadership of Josip Broz Tito 
and the evolution of LCY policies appeared among the authors of articles in Marxist jour-
nals sponsored by PCI in 1978 and 1979, quickly distancing himself and party leadership 
from the opinions of individual Italian communist authors, apologising to LCY leadership 
and even conducting disciplinary enquiries within the party to determine why was the 
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“new generation” of PCI reformists expressing criticism towards the official party attitude 
about LCY and Yugoslav socialist model.82 

However, at the beginning of the 1980s, Italian party leadership seemed to be al-
most perfectly content with the increasingly open and radical criticism of Yugoslav party 
leadership and even the continuity of relations between PCI and LCY, while many leading 
Greek, French and even some Spanish communists found it necessary to formally dis-
tance themselves from the political successors of Josip Broz Tito.83 Although that hap-
pened when Eurocommunist parties had been going through internal strife, which influ-
enced the process of decentralisation towards particularisation, it can be concluded that 
various animosities towards the LCY were harboured long before there was a need to crit-
icise the party leadership, keeping relations with Yugoslav communists that were, at the 
time, growing increasingly distant.84 The causes of the newly found resentment towards 
Yugoslav communists among their formerly closest foreign associates and personal 
friends, should be searched in the long-term consequences of the process that started with 
the abandonment of reformist policies in Yugoslavia after the turbulent events of 1972 
and 1974, but became visible to a certain number of Mediterranean Marxists only during 
the years that followed the death of Josip Broz Tito and the subsequent manifestations of 
accumulated political tensions and economic problems in Yugoslavia.85 

Analysed sources indicate that some of the leading Italian and French communists 
were already in 1972 to a certain extent disturbed by the events in Yugoslavia that followed 
the downfall of the so called “liberal groups” within the Yugoslav party leadership, as well 
by the expelling of the professors from the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Bel-
grade, but were still ready to keep silent about their true attitudes towards the new policies 
of Yugoslav party and state institutions, and even to support Yugoslav communists to a 
certain degree.86 After the adoption of the new Yugoslav institution in 1974, Italian com-
munists offered their cordial congratulations to Yugoslav leadership, but also kept asking 
about the certain ideological principles behind some aspects of new state policies, espe-
cially those that they politely defined as “rather different, but to an insignificant degree” 
from the principles upon which Eurocommunists conducted their reforms, and which 
both PCI and LCY jointly promoted in the international organisations of the European and 
global far-left.87 Many significant events that marked the “long year of European socialism” 
(1974–1976) brought LCY even closer to the Eurocommunist parties than it was the case 
before, while at the same time making it easier for the leaderships of the communist parties 
from the Mediterranean to focus their attention on the dynamic political changes and rising 
tensions within their own countries. Thus, they neglected their debates about the internal 
social reality of Yugoslavia to a certain degree, which they had so passionately waged back 
in 1968 and 1969, when they declared Yugoslav reformist policies to be the “ideal model” 
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(in the words of Enrico Berlinguer the “bright Yugoslav example of abandoning Bolshevik 
authoritarianism and exclusionism”) for the policy changes they defended in the clashes 
with their own conservative fractions and Eastern Bloc parties.88  

But towards the end of the “last decade of the welfare state” in Europe, another 
process was on the verge of manifesting its long-term consequences. Especially the 
reactions of the young Italian and Spanish communists who criticised Berlinguer and 
Carrillo for keeping close relations with the “Eastern Bloc party outside the Iron Cur-
tain” testify in favour of the hypothesis that the same process of expanding upon the 
reforms of internal democratisation, decentralisation and pragmatic deradicalisation 
was advancing in the Eurocommunist parties towards the point of realisation that 
they were facing difficulties finding common ground with the Yugoslav party which 
was stagnating in its unfinished reformist course.89 On their own behalf, and even 
before the death of Josip Broz Tito, Yugoslav communists showed signs of becoming 
increasingly displeased with the extent to which Eurocommunists were pushing their 
reformist policies. They were especially discontented with the compromises that Ital-
ian and Spanish parties were ready to accept in order to expand cooperation with the 
moderate leftist or even left-wing centrist parties, even though it was Yugoslav com-
munists themselves who strongly urged future Eurocommunists to change their atti-
tudes towards cooperating with other political parties only a decade ago, and had 
been ever since providing financial incentives and destinations for the talks about co-
operation on the Mediterranean left, as well as trying to moderate conflicts between 
communists, socialists and other leftist political forces within the region.90 

The slow marching process of distancing between the Yugoslav communists 
and Eurocommunist parties could have been one of the factors that influenced minor 
but still noticeable decrease in enthusiasm of LCY leadership to continue devoting 
attention and resources of Yugoslav state and party institutions towards the realisa-
tion of the growingly ambitious plans of Italian communists about expanding the in-
fluence of Eurocommunist fractions in other parties and forming new political initia-
tives of communists parties in the Mediterranean. That may also influenced the later 
decision of Yugoslav communists to join the French communists (which had by that 
time started the abandonment of Eurocommunist reforms) in their refusal to partici-
pate in the debates about the neoliberal economic model, and thus not to support the 
initiatives of Italian, Spanish and Greek communists to form a new international ini-
tiative of the European far-left parties against the economic reformist in the continen-
tal Europe in the early 1980s. Left without their most important allies within the 
sphere of relations between the European Marxist parties, and weakened by internal 
strife as well as pressure from the socialists and New Left, Eurocommunists were left 
isolated to face the growing power of neoliberal movements in the Western Bloc, 
whose rise to power would mark the beginning of the end for the last politically sig-
nificant parties of the European far-left of the 20th century. 

 
 

88  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 30/I-317, Analyses of the reports about the meeting of LCY and PCF delegations. 
89  AJ, SKJ, 507-IX, 48/I-565-636, AJ, SKJ,507-IX,122/I-110-162, Information on cooperation 

with PCI and PCE. 
90  AJ, SSRNJ, A-074-078, International cooperation, Reports on Mediterranean conferences. 
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ZENITH AND DOWNFALL OF THE MEDITERRANEAN FAR-LEFT: 

LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS OF YUGOSLAVIA AND EUROCOMMUNISTS 
IN THE LATE 70s (1976–1980) 
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Summary 

 
During the second half of the 1970s, parties on the Western European far left expe-

rienced both the zenith and the decline of their popularity and political influence. At the 
same time, the League of Communists of Yugoslavia reached the zenith of its influence 
among the far-left parties of the Mediterranean. It began to witness a gradual decline in its 
role within the turbulent currents of relations between the largest Marxist parties outside 
the Eastern Bloc. The following years would see the gradual drift away from the Yugoslav 
party and Eurocommunist parties, as well as numerous political setbacks that Mediterra-
nean communist parties suffered during the time of socialist and early neoliberal govern-
ments. While trying to navigate the increasingly complex relations between the former al-
lies and contribute to the formation of an international initiative against neoliberal reforms 
in continental Europe, Yugoslav communists finally found that the long-term effects of in-
ternal changes within their party had caught up with them. Subsequently, the League of 
Communists of Yugoslavia opted to support the French Communist Party in its pending 
conflict with the Italian communists over how to respond to the growing influence of ne-
oliberal parties and movements. In the end, the Italian party was left isolated both inter-
nally and in relations with the other European Marxist parties after the death of Aldo Moro 
had cut short their attempts at finalising a political compromise with their government, 
while Yugoslav and French parties abandoned both the last remains of their reformist pol-
icies and the notion of a collective struggle against neoliberalism. 
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