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ABSTRACT: Yugoslavia and Romania, the two border monarchies, start-

ed their football era almost simultaneously. Immediately after the First World 
War, two states with close political interests and two monarchies with close 
family ties began mutual football cooperation. Through several competitions 
under the auspices of the monarchs themselves, the Trophy of King Alexander I 
and King Carol II Cup, through others such as the Balkan Games or the Danube 
Cup, the national teams of Yugoslavia and Romania played in 21 matches. 
Each of those matches was accompanied by political background. Many of 
those competitions did not survive the political test of time: when the balance of 
power in Europe changed, so did the competitions and their participants. When 
World War II finally broke out, football fell silent and ended decades of football 
relations between the two countries. The politics behind the football relations 
between Yugoslavia and Romania is the subject of this paper, where through 
press and relevant literature, the dynamic of the influence of football on politics 
and politics on football is perceived. 
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Football on the Balkans came with the first ball. A student Hugo Buli who 

studied in Berlin and played football for “Germania”, after the studies came to Serbia 
in 1886 and brought with him a proper football. The same year on the 12 of May a 
Ball section was formed as a part of Belgrade gymnast society “Sokol”. First match 
was played a week later in Belgrade and this new sport stared expanding rapidly 
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through Serbia.1 In Romania the story is basically the same. A student Mario Gebauer 
when came back home from Switzerland in 1885 he brought a proper football. He 
was one of the founders of the first football club “Olimpia” form Bucharest in 1904.2 
After these initial steps, a rapid development followed. Even before World War One 
football was a favourite sport both in Yugoslavia and Romania. New club were found-
ed each year and first fans started to appear where the cheering was portrayed as 
“shouting and throwing hats in the air”. In Belgrade, the first sports newspaper was 
established in 1905, entitled “Sport i svet” and in Bucharest “Din lumea sporturilor”.3  

National teams were soon formed. In 1911, the “National team of Kingdom 
of Serbia” was formed as players wanted to play against other nations, not just in 
club’s competitions. A legendary Belgrade club “BSK” was formed and it would be 
the basis of the national team as well.4 In 1912, the “Alliance of sports ballers” was 
made but it did not do much because the Balkan wars had briefly stopped football 
expansion. Following this, in 1914, the Serbian Olympic Committee was formed 
and immediately organised a football Olympic Cup in the spring of 1914, just before 
the World War.5 In Romania in 1909, the Alliance of Romanian Football clubs was 
formed. The same year, a national competition was held between three existing 
clubs: “Colentina”, “Olimpia” and “United Ploiesti”. Three years later, the Federa-
tion of Sports Societies was formed to organise the entire sports life of the country. 
Within the Romanian Federation, there was Football Commission that organised 
competitions in Romania as well as abroad. There were matches between combined 
team of Bucharest against teams from Timisoara and Arad. Even though Bucharest 
teams lost all of these games, it was a great opportunity for practise.6 

The prestige that clubs from Timisoara and Arad gained led Belgrade club 
“Velika Srbija” to contact them for training and matches. In 1914, a representation 
of Belgrade made from footballers from clubs “Velika Srbija”, “BSK” and “Sokol” 
went to Timisoara for a match. The result was a draw 2-2. Interestingly, there was 
an incident during the match: a Serbian fan stormed the pitch in the second half and 
the match was finished before the official end. In Arad, the Belgrade team faced real 

 
1  The first football club on the territory of today's Serbia was formed in Subotica in 1901. However, since 

at the time FC “Bačka” was founded, it belonged to Austria-Hungary, the foundation of the “Soko” Foot-
ball Club on April 23, 1903 was taken as the foundation of the first Serbian club. Soon, the club 
“Šumadija” was formed in Kragujevac. (More about the beginnings of football and clubs in Serbia in: Ср-
бислав Тодоровић, Фудбал у Србији 1896–1918, (Београд: СОФК Звездара, 1996).  

2  As in the Serbian example, in the territory that once belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
and today to Romania, football started a little earlier in 1890 in Arad, when the dentist Iuliu 
Weiner brought the ball from England, where he studied. (Apolzan Dan Nicolae, Sinescu Valentin, 
Toma Răzvan, Frăţilă Răzvan, Rotaru Răzvan Ionuţ, Manual de cultură fotbalistică, Editura su-
port de curs pentru licenţele UEFA, volumul I, (Muşăteşti: Editura Tana, 2019), 25–26). 

3  Octavian Stăncioiu, “Meciul de la București din decembrie 1907”, Sport Magazin Ripensia, 
https://www.ripensia-sport-magazin.ro/istoria-fotbalului/meciul-de-la-bucuresti-din-
decembrie-1907/, (accessed 26. 9. 2023). 

4  “6+4:0”, Mali žurnal, 4. 6. 1911, 3; “Sport i sokolstvo”, Pijemont, 31. 8. 1911, 3.  
5  С. Тодоровић, Фудбал у Србији 1896–1918, 48. 
6  Gheorghe Balint, Zamfir George Marius, “The emergence and development of football in Romania 

between 1899 and 1960”, in: Football in Europe, edd. by Petar Pavlovic, (Leposavic: Faculty of 
Sport and Physical Education, 2016), 36–60.  
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footballers, it lost 4-0. The game here was rough, with lots of fouls that were cruel 
and left three Serbian players injured while the fourth was left unconscious.7 

World War I stopped this football expansion. Both Serbia and Romania had 
been devastated but there was some football even during occupation, predominantly 
amongst the refugees.8 After the war, there was a new map of the Balkans with the 
creation of two new larger states: Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenians (later 
known as Yugoslavia) and Kingdom of Romania. For football, integration of part of 
Austro-Hungary in these states was crucial, as football was well established in these 
areas. All of this led to even bigger expansion of football. 

In the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenians, the National Football Alli-
ance was formed, followed by subdued alliances in Belgrade, Ljubljana, Sarajevo 
and Zagreb. A month after its establishment, the first captain was chosen: Veljko 
Ugrnic. The first match of the new national team was at the Olympics in Antwerp in 
1920. A team mostly composed of players from Zagreb went to Belgium without 
preparations. On 28 f August 1920, in its first international match, the national 
team was defeated by Czechoslovakia with 7-0.9 Romania was also invited, but lack 
of founds made it impossible for its national team to compete. 

 However, the Romanian national team had its first “unofficial” international 
match year before the Yugoslav one. In 1919, the Kingdom of Romania formed its 
Alliance of Romanian Football Clubs. The same year, the first national team was 
formed and competed in Inter-Allied games in Paris. Its first match was against 
France, and Romania lost 4-0. It is important to note that the FIFA and Interna-
tional Olympic Committee do not recognize these matches as official so they do not 
appear in the official statistics.10 However, it was royal connection between the two 
dynasties that were crucial for the start of football relations between Romania and 
Yugoslavia and soon the relations would flourish. 

 

“Appropriate Cup” of King Alexander and Cup of Queen Mary 
  

The Kingdom of Romania regarded football as significant. In 1922, the rule-
book of Romanian football was published that was used as a guideline for the devel-
opment of this sport. The most important part of the rulebook was the imperative of 
making contacts with other countries through matches of national teams and teams 
of capital cities. For this Romanian football diplomacy, bordering with Yugoslavia 
was perfect. Relations between the two countries was improved after the border in 
the Banat had been marked and the royal wedding of Alexander Karadjordjevic and 
princess Marija had been announced. Adding to this, there was also a bilateral alli-
ance contract signed between the two states on 7 June 1921.11 The first match was 

 
7  С. Тодоровић, Фудбал у Србији 1896–1918, 59. 
8  Ibid; Danilo Šarenac, “The Serbian Army and its Struggle with the Ammunition Crisis of 1914”, 

Istorija 20. veka, 1/2024, 19–44. 
9  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 5–6. 
10  George Wythe, The inter-allied games, Paris 22nd June to 6th July 1919, (Paris: Société anonyme 

de publications périodiques, 1919), 241–242. 
11  More on the issue of demarcation in Banat and the Little Entente in: Андреј Митровић, Разгра-

ничење Југославије са Мађарком и Румунијом, (Нови Сад, 2019); About the Little Entente: 
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played in Bucharest between teams of two capital cities on 9 and 11 April. The first 
game was opened by princess Marija, daughter of king Ferdinand and future queen 
of Yugoslavia, as the whole tournament was dedicated to her.  The match itself at-
tracted a lot of attention: there were 7000 spectators on the stands, which was a 
record at the time. The result of the first match was a draw, while in the second the 
Yugoslav team triumphed 9-0. After the game, the princess gave the Belgrade team a 
“silver cup as a challenge, for which the Belgrade and Bucharest teams have to com-
pete in the future”.12 

The day after the matches, the queen Marija had a visit from Mario Gebauer, 
who proposed that in honour of the royal wedding a friendly match should be 
played between the two national teams. The queen accepted under condition that 
the national team of Romania should be composed of players from all parts of the 
country, not just from Wallachia and Moldova.13 On the other hand, for King Alex-
ander, the proposal came from Milos Radojlovic, president of BSK. His idea was 
that the match should be only the first, an opening game of a friendly tournament. 14 
It was decided that the match would mark the beginning of perennial Cup of friend-
ly countries (Romania and Yugoslavia). The importance of the tournament was that 
both national teams had regular matches that were excellent for practise. It was de-
cided that the winner of the first cup 1922-1928, that was called “King Alexander”, 
would be the team that made four consecutive victories, or five in total. As this had 
not happened, the tournament was extended until 1930. The trophy went to Yugo-
slavia, as seven matches were played in total, and Yugoslavia won five of them.15 

A day before the royal wedding, there were matches between teams of two 
capital cities: Belgrade and Bucharest.16 The games were in honour of future queen 
of Yugoslavia, so the trophy was named after her. The golden trophy of Queen Mari-
ja was won by the Belgrade team on 7 June, with the score 8-0. Besides football, 
there were also competitions in athletics, horse races, rowing, archery, athletics, 
etc.17 The day of the royal wedding in 1922 was reserved for a true football specta-
cle. It was the first match of the Romanian national team. There were financial diffi-
culties, but one of the players, Elmer Hirsch, was a rich lawyer who financed jerseys 
for the whole team. The jerseys were brought from United Kingdom and were “very 

 
Здењек Сладек, Мала Антанта 1918–1938: њене привредне, политичке и војне компонен-
те, (Београд, 2019); Milan Vanku, Mala Antanta 1920–1938, (Užice, 1969). 

12  Arhiv Jugoslavije (AJ), fond 734, Fudbalski savez Jugoslavije (FSJ), fascikla 78, Jugoslovenska 
reprezentacija 1920–1974, “Спорт – јучерашње утакмице”, Политика, 10. 4. 1922, 6; “Побе-
да у Букурешту”, Политика, 12. 4. 1922, 5. 

13  Cătălin Oprișan, 100 de ani, Istoria Echipei naționale de fotbal a României 1922–2022, 
(București: Editată de FRF, 2022), 6–7. 

14  Mihailo Andrejević, Dugo putovanje kroz fudbal i medicinu, (Gornji Milanovac: Dečije novine, 
1989), 64. 

15  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 65. 
16  More in: Александар Маринковић, Женидба краља Александра Карађорђевића, (Београд: 

Вајат, 2004); Maria, Regină a României, Povestea vieții mele, vol. II, (București: Editura RAO, 
2011); Maria a României, Portretul unei mari regine, vol. I, coord. Ion Narcis Dorin, (Sinaia: 
Muzeul nașional Peleș, 2018), 104–113; Vasile Rămneanțu, Istoricul relaților româno-iugoslave 
în perioda interbelică, (Timișoara: Mirton, 2006), 29–33. 

17  “Спортски Београд”, Политика, 8. 6. 1922, 8. 
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elegant”. At Hirsch’s request, the bottom part of the jersey had a pocket so that the 
players could keep their tissues there during the match. Unlike the Bucharest team, 
the national team of Romania won its first game.18  

The key difference between the Bucharest team and Romanian national team 
was in team members. The Bucharest team was composed mostly of Romanian 
players. On the other hand, national team was made from players that came from 
Banat and Transylvania, the regions that had been part of Austro-Hungary just 
years before. Interestingly, the first national team of Romania had only one Romani-
an – captain Aurel Guga. Other players were Germans, Hungarians and Jews. 
There was not a single player from Bucharest, as the teams from Timisoara, Arad, 
Ordea and Cluj were dominant. On the other hand, the national team of Yugoslavia 
was without a single player from Belgrade. Players from Zagreb and Subotica made 
up the team – the cities that had also been parts of Austro-Hungary before the First 
World War. Baring that in mind, the first match between the two national teams 
was in fact the match between former parts of Austro-Hungary that were now parts 
of Yugoslavia and Romania. This was a consequence of highly developed football 
that was present in Austro-Hungary long before that in Yugoslavia or Romania.19 

Three monarchs watched the match: king Alexander of Yugoslavia, King Fer-
dinand of Romania and King George II of Greece. The match itself started an hour 
late because King Ferdinand was late to the stadium and without him nothing could 
have been stared, which shows the political importance of the whole event. Players 
were dissatisfied as they waited in the dressing rooms dressed in their jerseys. Both 
Yugoslav and Romanian players considered to leave the stadium and refuse to 
play.20 Still, the king arrived and the long-waited match started. The Romanian na-
tional team triumphed 2-1 and took the trophy to Bucharest. There, the trophy was 
first displayed, and after a week was even carried through Romania so that the peo-
ple could see it. Interestingly, the response of the people was unusual excitement as 
masses flocked to see the trophy in person. Thus, the affirmation of football in Ro-
mania was marked with the first victory and the parade of the first trophy won. 

Celebration of the first anniversary of the royal wedding was excellent for an-
other football derby. In June 1923, there was a match between football clubs Gloria 
from Bistrica and BSK from Belgrade. Adding to this, there was also a match between 
a team from Zagreb against a team from Bucharest.21  The most important match was 
of course between the two national teams. The Yugoslav and Romanian teams met in 
Bucharest on 10 June 1923, as a part of the newly established King Alexander Cup. 
The game was a spectacle: there were 15 000 fans on the stadium along with the King 
Alexander, Queen Mary, whole Romanian royal family and many other prominent 
individuals. Yugoslavia won and the trophy was given to players by the king himself.22 

 
18  Antena, “8 iunie 1922. Primul meci din istoria nationalei de fotbal”, Antena, 8 iunie 1922. Primul 

meci din istoria nationalei de fotbal | Antena 1, (accessed 28. 9. 2023). 
19  “Marile Srerbări Sportive dela Belgrad”, Ecoul Sportiv, 11. 6. 1922, 1–2; “Rumunija–S.H.S. 2:1”, 

Politika, 9. 6. 1922, 6. 
20  Boško Stanišić, Plavi, plavi! 1919–1969, (Beograd: Borba, 1969), 22. 
21  Михајло Тодић, 110 година фудбала у Србији (Београд: Фудбалски савез Србије, 2006), 96. 
22  More in: Политика, 9–14. 6. 1923. 
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The match was of high importance for the history of Romanian football: it was the 
first time that its national team had played on the home field in Bucharest.23 

For the next three years, two national teams did not meet. One of the reasons was 
deterioration of mutual relations of two countries during 1924, because of unresolved 
issues in the region of Banat. On the one hand, Romanian diplomats plight for the rights 
of Romanian minority in Banat, unresolved status of Romanian orthodox church and 
clear procrastination in Yugoslavia when it comes to organizing Romanian schools. On 
the other hand, Yugoslav newspapers accused Romania that it had supported the coup 
in Bulgaria and given overall support to Alexander Cankov, a supporter of fascism. 
There was also an issue of Romanian rights of newly attached territory of Bessarabia 
that had been a part of Russia before the First World War.  The relations were so bad 
that the Romanian minister of foreign affairs contemplated not to come to the ministeri-
al conference of The Little Entente in Prague the same year.  Nevertheless, the fact that 
the two countries relied on each other on foreign policy led to a gradual improvement in 
relations. This was especially evident in the middle of 1925, when many issues were 
resolved and bilateral cooperation was raised to a higher level. Although on 16 Septem-
ber 1926, Romania signed the Pact of Friendship and Cooperation with Italy, which 
caused dissatisfaction in Belgrade, relations were not totally broken.24 This is evidenced 
by the fact that the scheduled match between the two national teams for October 3rd in 
Zagreb was not cancelled. The Romanians won the match 3:2. According to the news-
paper Vreme, it was the third or fourth meeting, because the Romanian national team 
had withdrawn, so the agreed match in 1924 did not take place. During the match in 
Zagreb, the cup was not handed over to the winner by the king himself, but instead by 
the army general Svetozar Matic. The reason why the king did not attend the match was 
the official visit of the Czechoslovak parliamentary delegation to Belgrade.25 

The alternating host rule meant that the next match was to be played in Bu-
charest. The Romanians, as the hosts, chose May 10th, a date that is very significant 
in their history. On that date, a lot happened in Romanian history: in 1866, Carol I 
Hohenzollern Sigmaringen arrived in the Romanian capital and began his 48-year 
reign, then on the same day in 1877, Prince Carol signed the Act of the Senate, the 
day before passed the declaration of independence from the Ottoman Empire, and 
in 1881 he was crowned king with a crown made from a melted cannon captured 
during the Battle of Plevna in 1877.26 A friendly match should have contributed to 
the festive atmosphere in Bucharest in 1927, and especially to the celebration of half a 
century since the declaration of independence. However, at the biggest Romanian stadi-
um built in 1926 – ONEF Stadium (ONEF: Stadionul Oficiul Național de Educație 

 
23  Cătălin Oprișan, 100 de ani, Istoria Echipei naționale de fotbal a României 1922–2022, 

(București: Editată de FRF, 2022), 15. 
24  Gligor Popi, Jugoslovensko-rumunski odnosi:1918–1941, (Novi Sad: Filozofski fakultet, 1984), 61–

64; Предраг Вајагић, „Југословенско-румунско савезништво између два светска рата (Мала Ан-
танта и Балкански споразум)“, Зборни радова Филозофског факултета, 2/2022, 139–162. 

25  „Чехословачки парламентарци у Београду“, Политика, 3. 10. 1926, 1. 
26  It should be noted that these are dates recorded according to the Julian calendar. So the coronation 

of the king according to the new calendar was on May 22. (Paul Lindberg, Regele Carol I al 
României, (București: Editura Humanitas, 2004). 
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Fizică - “Official National Stadium for Physical Education”), there was a big disap-
pointment. In front of around 20,000 spectators and in the presence of Prince Nicolae 
and Princess Ileana, daughter of King Ferdinand, Yugoslav diplomatic representative 
Dr. Bosko Colak-Antic and many other important figures, the Romanian national team 
suffered a 3:0 defeat. As Vreme newspaper reports, the first Yugoslav goal was greeted 
with applause from the stands by only “four pairs of Yugoslav hands”, while the other 
goals went without applause. Prince Nicolae presented the cup to the winners. After this 
match, an agreement was reached that the remaining matches of the Cup would be 
played in May each year, with the matches in Bucharest being played on May 10th as 
part of the celebration of the Romanian National Day, Dynasty Day and Kingdom Day.27  

The next match was played in Belgrade on 6 May 1928. It was a year in 
which the two countries had major internal problems. Yugoslavia, which was 
especially visible at the sessions of the National Assembly, was divided between 
Croatian separatism and Serbian hegemony. The conflict finally escalated on 20 
June 1928, with the assassination of Croatian deputies by the radical Puniša 
Račić. The consequence of that event and the unrest in the country was the estab-
lishment of the dictatorship of King Alexander on 6 January 1929. On the other 
hand, in Romania, after the death of King Ferdinand on 20 July 1927 and before 
that the abdication of Prince Carol in favour of his minor son Mihai, power was 
seized by a three-member regency, consisting of Prince Nicolae, Patriarch Miron 
and Gheorghe Buzdugan, president of the High Court of Cassation. However, 
Carol had great support in Romania, and he wanted to return to the throne. It 
was on the day of the match that he made his first attempt to return to the coun-
try and to power. In Alba Iulia, the National Peasant Party organized a large 
meeting with the aim of a large group of supporters going to the capital, while at 
the same time Carol would arrive by plane from London. However, the British 
authorities did not allow him to leave the country, and the attempt failed. The 
procession of supporters was stopped by the deployment of the gendarmerie. 
However, two years after this failed attempt, he succeeded and took power once 
again. 28 As for the match, it remained in the shadow of more important political 
events, and due to the rain, there was also a small audience. Among the im-
portant people who were in the stands, there was the president of the National 
Assembly, Ninko Perić, the Romanian diplomatic representative, Nicolae Filo-
dor, and the envoy of the Yugoslav king and Colonel Saric, who presented the 
trophy to the home team after the victory.29 

In 1929, for the tenth anniversary of the great Romanian unification, a series 
of events were held. After the church service, a two-hour military parade and many 

 
27  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 65; Anca Vancu, “Ziua Regalităţii. 

10 Mai, ziua cu triplă semnificaţie istorică”, Historia, https://historia.ro/sectiune/general/ziua-
regalitatii-10-mai-ziua-cu-tripla-576063.html, (accessed: 28. 9. 2023). 

28  Marija Bukur, “Kralj Karol II Rumunski”, Balkanski diktatori: diktatori i autoritarni vladari jugoistočne 
Evrope, ur. Bernd J. Fišer, (Beograd: Prosveta, 2009), 87–117; “Групе сељака заустављене на путу за 
Букурешт. Принц Карол изјављује да чека позив свог народа”, Време, 8. 5. 1928, 1.  

29  “У борби за Златни пехар Њ. В. Краља Александра тим СХС побеђује Румунију 3.1”, Време 
7. 5. 1928, 6. 
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other festivities, a soccer match was scheduled at the end of the day. In front of the 
packed ONEF stadium and in the presence of the Romanian Prince Nicolae, the 
Prime Minister Iuliu Maniu, numerous ministers, and the Yugoslav representative 
Colak Antic, the Yugoslav national team played a better game. With this victory, 
Yugoslav footballers recorded their third consecutive victory, and they needed one 
more victory to take home the title of the Cup winner. 30 

That opportunity came on 4 May 1930 in Belgrade. The fact that the match 
represented a possible end of the Cup attracted many spectators. Minister of the 
Court Bosko Jevtic, the envoy of King Alexander I, Cedomir Petrovic, diplomatic 
representatives of several countries as well as the representative of the Romanian 
Football Association Dr. Liviu Iuga were present at the full stands of the stadium of 
SK Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav national team won 2:1 and with this victory became 
the winner of King Alexander's golden trophy. 31 

 
Balkan Cup 

 
Yugoslavia and Romania, as the founders of the Cup of Friendly Countries, be-

lieved that it was necessary to expand sports competitions, especially football, to the 
entire Balkans. In 1929, this idea led to the proposal to create one of the oldest national 
team competitions in Europe – the Balkan Cup. An introduction to this competition was 
the implementation of the idea of an international competition in several disciplines. 
The athletic associations were the first to show courage and, at the suggestion of the 
Athletic Association of Greece, organized the first Balkan Games in Athens in Septem-
ber 1929. In the same year, the first Balkan Football Cup was launched. 

On the initiative of the Yugoslav Football Association and the Romanian Foot-
ball Association, conferences were held in Belgrade in April and Bucharest in May 
1929, in which, in addition to the delegations of the mentioned two countries, the dele-
gations of Greece and Bulgaria, and Turkey participated as observers. The proposal to 
establish the Balkan Cup was adopted and, as the Romanian newspaper Gazeta Spor-
turilor wrote, “a new era for the Balkan football began.”32  Political interests were wo-
ven into this competition from the very beginning. The fact that connecting the Balkans 
through sports could have a beneficial effect on economic connection, political-military 
aspirations and possible alliances, which indeed soon came about, is explained by the 
presence of diplomats, ministers and other high-ranking figures at almost all Balkan 
Cup matches. Over time, the protocol and series of events that followed the matches of 
this Cup developed. Football workers had numerous meetings with state officials, and 
football players had the status of diplomatic representatives of the country they came 
from. Therefore, the competition may have had a greater importance for the political 
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Краља Александра”, Време, 11. 5. 1929, 1. 
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development of relations between the Balkan states and the formation of regional iden-
tity than it contributed to the acceleration of sports development.33 

The Balkan Cup was initially implemented according to the double point sys-
tem, which meant that all teams would meet twice. Once at home and once on the 
away field. The sum of the points won after the completed cycle determined the win-
ner. However, a single point system was adopted after the second cup, so the partici-
pants played only one game against each other. During the interwar period, only four 
countries competed: Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria and Greece. The exceptions were 
the games from 1936 when the Yugoslav national team did not participate.34 The ab-
sence of Yugoslavia made the competition lose its importance. As Turkey refused to 
participate and thereby fill the void, the Balkan Cup was left without a bright future. 
The decision of the Romanian Football Federation not to participate after 1937 sealed 
the fate of the Balkan Cup in the interwar period.35 

During the First Cup, which lasted from 1929 to 1931, Romania and Yugo-
slavia met on 6 October 1929 in Bucharest and on 28 June 1931 in Zagreb. The 
first match was the official opening of the Balkan Cup and it ended with a Romanian 
victory of 2:1. On the second match, the Yugoslav national team also lost 4:2. This 
game was decisive because with a win, Yugoslavia would climb to first place in the 
table. The cup ended with a match between Greece and Romania on 29 November 
1931 in Athens. With the victory in this game as well, Romania convincingly posi-
tioned itself in first place in the table with five wins and one loss, while Yugoslavia 
was second with three wins and the same number of losses.36   

At the same time, the Balkan Cup Congress was held in Athens. At the session 
of 29 November, an important decision was made to change the game system for the 
next cup in 1932. The proposal to switch from a double to a single point system and 
to organize the matches in one country was presented by Mihailo Andrejevic, repre-
sentative of the Yugoslav Football Association. After the adoption of both proposals, 
on the same day, the organizers of the following cups were drawn by lot. The 1932 
Cup was won by Yugoslavia, the 1933 Cup by Romania, and the next by Greece. A 
heated debate was held between the Romanian and Greek representatives over the 
question of the participation of professional players, which Romania had had since 
1928. In the end, however, it was allowed to use professionals in subsequent matches. 
It should be noted that the first Romanian professional club “Ripensia Timisoara” was 
banned from participating in the national championship for four years, until 1932. 
Their first participation ended in winning the championship.37 

 
33  Xavier Breuil, Pompiliu-Nicolae Constantin, “The Balkan Cups as a vector of European integra-
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(Eu-football, “Balkan Cup 1973-1976 results”, Eu-football, https://eu-
football.info/_tournament.php?idBlC-7, (accessed: 28. 9. 2023).   
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As for the Balkan Cup in Belgrade held from June 26 to July 3, in each game 
there were proportionally most professional players in the Romanian team. As op-
posed to 3 in the Yugoslav, 4 in Bulgarian and as many as 5 in the Greek team. How-
ever, although the Romanians, along with the Yugoslavs, were favourites, the cup 
went to the Bulgarian national team, which won all three games. With the meeting of 
the Yugoslav and Romanian national teams on 3 July (Yugoslavia won 3:1), the Cup 
was solemnly concluded and the trophy was presented to the Bulgarian players. Also, 
on the last day, the Congress of the Balkan Cup was held. Among the more important 
things, the participation of Turkey was discussed, which was given a deadline of Sep-
tember 1st to confirm its participation, the draw and the time of the next Cup in Bu-
charest 3-11 June 1933 were determined. As Turkey did not declare itself by the giv-
en date, it was automatically excluded from further meetings.38 

The third consecutive tournament in Bucharest also ended with a Yugoslav-
Romanian match on July 11. Unlike the previous one, the result decided which of the 
opposing sides would be first and who would be second, because both teams had two 
victories each. The convincing triumph of the Romanians 5:0 was a surprise because 
Yugoslavia was considered the favourite. Apart from this great defeat, the Cup in Bu-
charest was also remembered for as significant promotion for political purposes. The 
sports newspaper Gazeta Sporturilor presented the Balkan Cup as the biggest sports 
tournament in this part of Europe and wrote about it as a symbol of international 
brotherhood in its issue of June 2, i.e. the day before the start of the tournament. Cen-
tral European newspapers also paid great attention to the Balkan Cup. 39 

For Romania, the convincing victories of the national team (against Bulgaria 
7:0, Greece 1:0) and especially those against Yugoslavia caused a serious controver-
sy between the two most important intellectuals: Nicolae Iorga (1871–1940), acad-
emician, historian, writer, politician and prime minister (1931–1932) and Mihail 
Sebastian (1907–1945), playwright, writer and journalist. In the magazine Neamul 
Romanesc, Iorga criticized football as mere childishness, and described the big score 
difference and cheering of the crowd as an insult to the opponent. “May I be allowed 
not to rejoice like the whole world at the great victory that Romania won against 
Bulgaria, Greece and Yugoslavia in the Balkan Cup.” I don't understand why we 
should be happy about the fact that with our behavior we offended not only alleged 
opponents like the Bulgarians, but also allies and friends with whom we have no 
misunderstandings /… which was wildly applauded by several thousand people led 
by the heir to the throne and the prime minister.” Sebastian responded to Iorga's 
article in “Gazeta Sporturilor”. On the other hand, he fiercely defended football. 
From his article, the following could be singled out as the most important: “Child-
hood - sport? It may even be more than that. It is the last remnant of childhood. In a 
world oppressed by obscure dramas and tired of latent decompositions, is it a small 
thing to have somewhere to escape, return to childhood and rediscover the joy of 
physical living. /…/ In sport, nothing is artificial, nothing ‘fixed’, schematic and con-
ventional. Everything is spontaneous, direct and immediate. Sport is about putting 
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people first. /…/ Values can be manipulated everywhere. Absolutely everywhere: in 
science, art, literature and politics, just not in sports. Only in it ‘the best’ manage to be 
in the front rows. In all other human activities, they are destined to starve.”40    

The atmosphere before the next Cup in Athens was significantly different 
from the previous ones. In the political sense, the relations of the other participants 
with Bulgaria became more strained. The first reason was Sofia's opposition to the 
creation of the Balkan Pact, a military-political alliance of Yugoslavia, Romania, 
Greece and Turkey, founded in order to recognize and protect the existing borders. 
Although Yugoslavia did everything through active diplomatic activity to ensure that 
Bulgaria was included in the list, its revisionist goals were directly opposed to the 
goal of the Balkan Alliance created in Athens in February 1934. The maintenance of 
such relations with Bulgaria, as far as Belgrade is concerned, was not interrupted 
even after the assassination of King Alexander in Marseille on 9 October 1934, who 
was executed by a member of the Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization, 
Vlado Chernozemski. After a short pause, the work on the rapprochement of the two 
countries continued. Also, the belief that it is possible to peacefully revise the Treaty 
of Neuilly kept Sofia on the track of cooperation.41  

At the IV Balkan Cup held in Athens from 23 December 1934 to 1 January 
1935, Yugoslavia and Romania met on the last day, when a very important match 
between Bulgaria and Greece was also played. The Romanian national team was not 
the favourite this time, because despite one win and one draw, they left the impres-
sion of a second-rate team. The main reason was the process of nationalization, dur-
ing which almost all professional players of Hungarian nationality, who had been a 
pillar of the national team until then, were removed from the national team's roster. 
The victory of Yugoslavia with 4:0 opened the door to winning the first Balkan Cup, 
but the appearance of the table did not depend so much on the Yugoslav-Romanian 
meeting as on the mentioned second game. In the event of a Greek victory, the tro-
phy would remain in Athens, and the Yugoslav national team would be in the last or 
penultimate place in the standings. However, Bulgaria won the match, which ena-
bled the arrival of the first trophy in Belgrade. 

We have already mentioned the level of Yugoslav-Bulgarian relations during 
1934, so in Belgrade the victory of the Bulgarians and its importance was welcomed 
as an excellent opportunity to work on the rapprochement of the two nations. What 
marked both one and the other game was the behaviour of the Greek fans and au-
thorities. During the Greek-Bulgarian match refereed by the Yugoslav referee (Bora 
Vasiljevic), fans often insulted him and threw stones at him, even at one point a 
Greek policeman threatened to kill him with a pointed gun. The scandalous behav-
iour of the Greek police was repeated during the Yugoslav-Romanian match, when a 
Yugoslav player (Bartul Culic) was hit in the head by a policeman so hard that he 
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passed out. The Athenian audience insulted the Yugoslav players throughout the 
game and threw stones on the field, which made the game very difficult and danger-
ous. So much so that in order for the game to end, the fans had to be calmed down 
by the Greek Minister of the Army.42 

Incidents did not bypass the Cup, which was held in Sofia from 16 to 24 June, 
1935. Due to the new foreign policy course towards Germany and Italy and the orien-
tation towards Central Europe, Yugoslavia and Romania viewed the Balkans and par-
ticipation in its sports competitions with less and less enthusiasm. In the Romanian 
Senate, it was even declared on one occasion that the classification of Romania within 
the Balkans is pure “geographical heresy”. Such new political views were also reflected 
in the sports field, as they questioned the legitimacy of the Balkan Cup.43 The two na-
tional teams met in Sofia on June 17. Due to the rain, it was questionable whether the 
match would be played. Romania insisted on a postponement, while the Yugoslav 
players, the audience and the Bulgarian organizers put pressure on the referee to give 
the green light. After a 2-hour delay, the game started, but darkness prevented its 
completion in the 78th minute, when the score was 2:0 for Yugoslavia. Romanian 
football representatives submitted a complaint to the committee, which was discussed 
in two meetings. After discussion and threats that the Romanian national team would 
leave the competition, the final decision was made to play the remaining 12 minutes 
on June 21 before the match between Yugoslavia and Greece. Romania refused to 
play the remaining time and the result was recognized. There were other problems 
between the two countries. The Romanian representatives refused to have Yugoslav 
referees judge their team's matches, and in the end, they did not referee a single 
match. The issue of referees was resolved by agreeing to the proposal to hire foreign 
arbitrators. Perhaps the biggest problem about which the representatives of the two 
countries had diametrically opposite opinions was about compensating the Yugoslav 
deficit and the venue of the next tournament. The Romanians insisted that the 6th Bal-
kan Cup be played in Bucharest, even though according to the schedule it was Bel-
grade's turn. Bitter debates and personal interests led to a division into two sides in 
the Committee. Thanks to the fact that the chairman of the Committee was Greek that 
year, Greece and Romania were able to override any stalemate with his vote.44 This is 
how the decision was made to hold the next cup in Bucharest instead of Belgrade, and 
the Yugoslav Football Association was given a period of two months to express its 
opinion on this. In the end, Bulgaria also joined the conspiracy against Yugoslavia. Its 
motives were exclusively aimed at winning the cup. After all the games played, Yugo-
slavia and Bulgaria were equal in terms of points. In such cases, the “goal difference” 
system was applied, according to which Yugoslavia was the winner. However, at the 
meeting where the issue of the winner was resolved, the other members sided with 
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Bulgaria, and the trophy remained in Sofia, and arbitration was requested from FIFA, 
even though the Balkan Cup was an independent tournament. In the end, after 10 
months, it was proposed to play a match that would determine the winner, and as 
Yugoslavia was no longer interested, the trophy went to the Bulgarians.45 

Due to the entire treatment during the tournament, the Yugoslav Football 
Association made a decision to withdraw from the competition, and in addition, it 
prohibited its referees from refereeing matches in Romania, and its clubs from invit-
ing Romanian referees. After that decision, Yugoslav Football Association turned to 
the Central European Cup, in which they were accepted the following year. Roma-
nia would also enter it later. As for the Balkan Cup in Bucharest, it took place with 
three participants in May 1936, because Turkey once again refused the invitation to 
participate. After that, the Romanian Football Association made a decision to leave 
the competition, which put an end to the Balkan Cup in the interwar period. With 
the advent of socialism, it was renewed, but in a completely new form.46 

 
King Carol II Cup 

 
After a break of several years, the second Cup of Friendly Countries was 

launched. National teams fought for the King Carol II trophy from 1936-1940. Unlike 
the first one, which had first-class importance for the development of football, but also 
for the establishment of the national teams of the two countries, the second Cup did not 
exceed the importance of friendly matches, as there were other more important competi-
tions then. Continuing the informal agreement on the venue and dates of the meeting 
from 1927, the first match was played in Bucharest on 10 May 1936 at the ONEF sta-
dium. The winner was the host with a score of 3:2. The golden cup of King Carol II was 
presented to the Romanian football players by his son, Prince Mihai. 47 It should be not-
ed that this was the last match that the two national teams played on the day of the cele-
bration of the great Romanian holiday. Unlike the previous two, this match ended to the 
joy of the Bucharest audience, which in unprecedented numbers watched the match 
from the stands, but also from the roofs of the surrounding buildings and trees.48 

The next match in the King Carol II Cup was played in Belgrade on 6 Sep-
tember 1937 as part of the celebration of King Peter II's birthday. Among the 
12,000 spectators there were also 300 Romanian fans. What partially spoiled the 
friendly tone of the game was when several fans threw rocks at the Romanian left 
back due to a foul on a Yugoslav player, and then tried to enter the field and attack 
the referee and the aforementioned player. After the match, the Yugoslav Football 
Association organized a banquet for the players and guests, where the secretary of 
the Romanian Football Association presented the cup to the winners of the match.49 
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As part of the second Cup of Friendly Countries, two more matches were played 
on 7 May 1939 in Bucharest and on 22 September 1940. Both games were won by the 
Romanian national team, which made them the winners of the King Carol II Cup with a 
total of three wins and one loss. The match in Bucharest was specific because of the 
large number of spectators and the way of cheering. A stunning description is given in 
the article of the newspaper Politika from May 8. “On no field can you feel the shouts of 
the fans as strongly as at the Bucharest ONEF stadium.” The field is surrounded on all 
sides by stands that are studded with spectators. Suddenly, from one corner, the shout of 
a fan breaks the silence: “Come on Romania!” That exclamation is accepted by a few 
more fans, then the whole group, then the entire stand. Thunder spreads with tremen-
dous speed. It affects the other stands and soon the whole circle around us is blaring. We 
have the impression that we are under some kind of mountain peak and that some 
mountain has collapsed up there. And involuntarily, a man feels his heart racing. The 
feeling of uneasiness and fear takes over more and more as the thunder becomes strong-
er and more penetrating.” If it is taken into account, and the fact that the stadiums in 
Yugoslavia could not provide the players with that experience, such an atmosphere is 
partly the reason for the defeat and weaker performance of the Yugoslavs.50 

The last match, which was played on September 22, 1940 in Belgrade, ended 
with a 2:1 victory for the Romanians. In the period when it was played, it was not 
considered part of the King Carol II Cup but as a match of the Danube Cup. As the 
two countries were getting closer to their war engagement, it was decided that the 
match would also count as the final match of this Cup.51 

 
Interwar world championships and qualifications 

 
The road to the formation of today's most famous football competition in the 

world was a long one. With the establishment of the International Federation of 
Football Associations FIFA in 1904, an institution appeared whose goal was to cre-
ate such a competition. Uruguay was chosen to host the first World Cup. The fact 
that the venue is too far from Europe has turned many teams away. Only four Euro-
pean countries, France, Belgium, Yugoslavia and Romania, agreed to the offer of 
FIFA and the Government of Uruguay to bear the costs of the participants. 52 The 
Yugoslav Football Association, even though it had great difficulties due to the relo-
cation of its headquarters from Zagreb to Belgrade, decided to go on an adventure. 
The national team was exclusively from Serbia, due to the boycott of Croatian play-
ers. However, the national team managed to defeat Brazil and Bolivia in Montevideo 
and advance to the semi-finals, where they lost to Uruguay 6:1 in a match full of 
irregularities. Since the match against the USA was not played, Yugoslavia took 
third place according to the rules of the time. However, after some time, the goal 
difference rule was applied, and because of one less conceded goal, the American 
national team was included in the official statistics as the third-placed participant of 
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the first World Cup. Regardless, Yugoslavia achieved great success, and FIFA Presi-
dent Jules Rimet himself stated that the team of coach Boško Simonovic was the 
best representative of European football. 53 

The journey of the Romanian national team was also accompanied by problems. 
By buying second class train tickets instead of first class and using a loan, the football 
players were able to secure the jerseys themselves. King Carol II himself made sure that 
the players who would be away for a few months kept the jobs they had then. The Ro-
manian team and representatives of the Alliance travelled to Italy by train, and then by 
ship and after a two-week journey they arrived in Uruguay. The first game against Peru 
and Romania's first victory 3:1 did not arouse much interest from the audience. In the 
history of the World Cup, it was recorded as the match with the lowest attendance. The 
match was watched by less than 2,500 people, and some estimates say that there were 
only 300 fans. Romania was eliminated from further competition by the host with 4:0 at 
the “Centenario” stadium in front of 70,000 spectators. It can be said that the participa-
tion of both was very successful. The fact that both national team members were hailed 
as heroes upon their return speaks of this.54 

There was greater interest in the second world championship held in Italy in 
1934. Due to the registration of 32 national teams, it was necessary to organize 
qualifications. After the draw, Yugoslavia and Romania fell into group 6 with Swit-
zerland.55 After the defeat of both teams by Switzerland, the second team that would 
qualify was decided by the match between Yugoslavia and Romania on April 29, 
1934. The first team needed a win or a draw to qualify, while the Romanians could 
only hope to qualify if they came out as winners. After 90 minutes, the third placed 
team from the World Cup in Uruguay lost 2:1. The Romanian team qualified, but 
the participation, due to the elimination system, ended after losing to Czechoslo-
vakia in the first round of the championship.56 

During the qualification for the last interwar World Cup held in France in 
1938, the two countries found themselves in separate groups. The Kingdom of Yugo-
slavia failed to qualify in the group with Poland, while Romania directly qualified after 
Egypt, which was in the group with them, withdrew from the match. In Paris, Roma-
nia ended the competition in the first round after losing to the Cuban national team. 57 
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It should be emphasized that Romania successfully qualified for all three editions of 
the interwar World Cup in 1930, 1934 and 1938, which in itself was a great success, 
while Yugoslavia only participated in the first one in Uruguay. She has not been able 
to repeat the result she achieved then. 

 

Little Entente Cup 
 

After the abolition of the Balkan Cup, the Little Entente Cup was founded in 
1937 at the suggestion of Romania. One of the goals was certainly the creation of a more 
favourable atmosphere among the members whose different goals led to gradual dis-
tancing in the political sense, which was especially evident with the coming of pro-
German politics to power in Yugoslavia and Romania. Just as the first Cup of Friendly 
Countries had a special name, so the first Cup of the Little Entente was named after one 
of the most deserving figures for the creation of the alliance, and a former footballer him-
self, Edward Benes, the president of Czechoslovakia. The tournament was organized 
according to the double point system, which meant that it would be played for about 
two years. 58 The first Cup was completed despite great political difficulties. However, 
the annexation of the Sudetenland by Germany, the southern parts of Slovakia by Hun-
gary, and one province by Poland in 1938 ultimately led to the disintegration of Czecho-
slovakia, and also of the Little Entente, whose members were not ready to oppose revi-
sionist aspirations. The demise of the alliance also meant the end of the Cup.59 

The official opening of the fight for the Edward Benes trophy was in Bucharest on 
18 April 1937. A match between Romania and Czechoslovakia took place at the ONEF 
stadium in front of around 40,000 spectators. The opening was also attended by King 
Carol II, Prince Mihai, the Czechoslovak diplomatic representative and the president of 
the Czechoslovak Pelikan Football Association. 60 The first match between Yugoslavia 
and Romania within the Little Entente Cup took place in Bucharest on 8 May 1938. After 
singing the national anthems and taking pictures, the Romanian representatives handed 
over a silk flag to the Yugoslavs with the words “For the Eduard Benes' Cup Romania-
Yugoslavia”, and in return they received a large bouquet of flowers decorated with the 
Yugoslav tricolour. The match developed in a friendly tone until the goal in favour of Yu-
goslavia. After that the Romanian players started playing more aggressively, pulling for 
the shirt and kicking, and the fans shouting, but also throwing bottles, sticks, bricks and 
other objects on the field. One of the possible reasons for the fierier game of the Romani-

 
https://web.archive.org/web/20121224035352/http://homepages.enterprise.net/eico/1938.ht
m, (accessed: 4. 10. 2023). 

58  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 66. 
59  In September 1938, Yugoslav Prime Minister Milan Stojadinovic announced to the Romanian chargé 

d'affaires that the Little Entente no longer existed because Czechoslovakia itself had agreed, at the persua-
sion of France and Britain, to cede the Sudetenland to the Germans. In the case of Hungary's request, he 
believed that the intervention of Romania and Yugoslavia would drag them into a war with Hungary and 
its allies Germany and Italy, which would have disastrous consequences. In the end, both hoped that 
Hungary would peacefully fulfil its interests in Czechoslovakia, so that the question of fulfilling the allied 
obligations would not arise in general. (Milan Vanku, Mala Antanta 1920–1938, Užice, 1969, 273–290). 

60  “Československo–Rumunsko 1:1, Zahájeni soutěže Malé dohody o pohár prezidenta Beneše”, 
Lidove Novivy, 19. 4. 1937, 8. 
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an players was the promised premiums in the amount of 20,000 lei for a win and 10,000 
lei for a draw. The result remained unchanged at 1:0 until the end of the match.61 

The next match took place in Belgrade on 6 September 1938, so once again the 
two national teams met on the occasion of the celebration of the birthday of King Peter II 
Karadjordjevic. Problems in the Football Association of Yugoslavia led to the resignation 
of the head coach Svetozar Kika Popovic, and the Yugoslav national team was assembled 
by the Football Association of Yugoslavia Board of Directors. Bad football and rough 
play were shown on both sides. The match eventually ended in a 1:1 draw.62 The deci-
sive match, also the last in the Cup, took place in Prague on 4 December 1938. With the 
victory over the Romanian national team 6:2, Czechoslovakia convincingly stood at the 
top of the table, while it was followed by Yugoslavia with one victory, one draw and two 
defeats and Romania with two draws and two lost games. The political situation in Eu-
rope indicated from the end of September that the Little Entente Cup would not contin-
ue to exist. 63 The fact that the decision of the four great powers in Munich on September 
29 on the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia de facto disintegrated the alliance of Ro-
mania, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia meant that other activities within the alliance 
should also be brought to an end. After the match in Prague and the awarding of the cup 
by the former Czechoslovak president Edvard Benes, a conference of the Little Entente 
Cup committee was planned. However, it was not held, the concrete reason was the 
absence of representatives of the Yugoslav Football Association and the refusal of the 
president of the Czechoslovak Football Association, Pelikan, to represent Football Asso-
ciation of Yugoslavia. However, the main reason for the shutdown was the disinterest of 
all parties and the lack of support from political circles. Like the Little Entente itself, the 
Cup slowly and quietly faded away. 64 

 

The Danube Cup 
 

After the closure of the Little Entente Cup with the dissolution of Czechoslo-
vakia in 1939 and the demise of the Cup of Friendly Countries in the same year, 
Romania and Yugoslavia proposed the formation of the Danube Cup in 1940. Hun-
garian national team would participate in addition to the initiators. The double 
point system that was chosen meant that the competition would last for a minimum 
of two years. However, already after the Second Vienna Arbitration and the Roma-
nian loss of Northern Transylvania, the impression was created that it was impossi-

 
61  “Репрезентација Југославије победила је у Букурешту изабрани тим Румуније са 1:0”, Поли-

тика, 9. 5. 1938, 15.  
62  “Опет зло са стола, Румунија: један, Југославија: један”, Правда, 8. 9. 1938, 13. 
63  The Munich agreement was received as a relief in Belgrade and Bucharest. Lively diplomatic corre-

spondence was conducted solely because of the fear of Hungarian military involvement. Because only in 
the event that the northern neighbor occupies a large part of Slovakia without the consent of Prague, it 
would unequivocally oblige the two members to engage militarily, because the agreement only obliged 
them in connection with Hungary's attack on one of the members of the Little Entente. Since that did not 
happen, the Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs Komnen Petrescu and Milan Stojadinovic were more 
than satisfied that they were guided by the instructions from one of the previous meetings regarding 
Czechoslovakia “that they should decide not to decide anything” (Милан Ванку, “Југословенско-ру-
мунска дипломатија уочи Минхенског споразума”, Balcanica, XV/1984, 209–228).  

64  “Конференција Куп комитета Мале Антанте није одржана”, Време, 5. 12. 1938, 9. 
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ble to finish the competition because the political circumstances did not allow the 
risk of a meeting between the Romanian and Hungarian representatives. That un-
fulfilled encounter turned out to be the key to determining the winner. In the event 
that Romania came out as the winner, it would climb to the top of the list by the 
number of points, and in the event of a defeat, it would be the last.65 

As for the Romanian and Yugoslav national teams, they played both matches in the 
Danube Cup, one in March and the other in September 1940. The first match was held on 
31 March 1940, and it was the opening of the competition. This date was also chosen for 
the reason that the meeting of football players would mark an important event from the 
bilateral relations of the two countries. On that day, the Romanian-Yugoslav Chamber of 
Commerce was officially opened in Bucharest.66  Minister of Trade and Industry Ivan An-
dres together with Damnjan Brankovic, president of the Yugoslav-Romanian Chamber 
(opened two weeks earlier), Vojin Djuricic, Mayor of Belgrade and Ambassador Jovan 
Ducic, accompanied by many Romanian officials (as many as four ministers), watched the 
match, at which there were about 35,000 fans. Although the match ended in a 3:3 draw, 
good play and plenty of goals made everyone satisfied with the match. 67  

On the same day, the B teams competed in Belgrade, and as a prelude to the main 
match of the A teams in Bucharest, a match between the youth teams of the two national 
teams was played. The second Yugoslav national team won 1:0, and the younger team 
was better 2:0. Of course, there was less audience interest in these matches. The proof is 
the impression of the journalist who attended the match at the BSK stadium in Belgrade 
between the B teams. He wrote that around 5,000 fans were more interested in the re-
sult of the match in Bucharest than what was happening on the field before their eyes.68 

The second match between the two teams in the Danube Cup was on 22 Sep-
tember 1940. Political circumstances created major problems in Romania. The fall of 
France under German rule in June 1940 had great consequences for Bucharest as there 
was almost no longer a state that would guarantee Romanian sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. In the same month that France fell, the ultimatum from Moscow arrived. Ro-
mania was forced to cede Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina and Herz to the Soviet Union 
without a fight. With the Viennese decree of August 30, Hungary received half of Tran-
sylvania. Soon, Bulgaria also joined in the fragmentation of Romanian territory, which 
regained southern Dobruja on 7 September 1940, with the agreement of Craiova. The 
state's inability to resist territorial demands led to a major political crisis, the abdication 
of the king, the establishment of the dictatorship of General Ion Antonescu and the in-
troduction of the fascists-Iron Guards into the government of Romania.69 

The loss of territories had a strong impact on football. Indirectly, interest in 
sports decreased and football players were demoralized. The direct influence was 

 
65  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 66. 
66  Gligor Popi, Jugoslovensko-rumunski odnosi 1918–1941, (Novi Sad, Filozofski fakultet, Institut 

za istoriju, 1984), 273. 
67  AJ, 734 (FSJ), f. 78, Jugoslovenska reprezentacija 1920–1974, “Свечано отварање Румунско-

југословенске трговинске коморе у Букурешту”, “Југославија–Румунија 3:3”, “Друга гарни-
тура Југославије победила одговарајући тим Румуније са 1:0”, Време, 1. 4. 1940, 2, 13–14. 

68  Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999), 72. 
69  Njagu Đuvara, Kratka historija Rumuna za mlade, (Novi Sad: Platoneum, 2004), 231–234. 
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reflected in the so-called nationalization of the national team. Especially with the 
annexation of Northern Transylvania to Hungary, the national team lost many qual-
ity players. Romania, thus weakened, still defeated the Yugoslav first line-up in Bel-
grade and the second line-up in Bucharest with a score of 2:1. Yugoslavia's only vic-
tory, 4:1, was won by the youth team. The game and the result they showed led to 
the statement of the national captain Bosko Simonovic that he regretted not putting 
his full potential in the A-team. 70 

 
Conclusion 

  
The match played in 1940 was the last interwar meeting between the teams, but 

also the final test that was supposed to determine whose football was more developed 
and better. What the meetings of the three teams (cadets, B team and A team) showed 
about Yugoslav football was hinted at and shown in traces in some previous games, but 
after the Second World War it developed into a chronic problem of Yugoslav football. 
The feeling of superiority often influenced too much relaxation of the players, and the 
lack of enthusiasm and tactics, as well as the bad selection of the selectors, led to defeat 
even in matches where the Yugoslav team was the absolute favourite. On the other hand, 
the Romanian footballers had much more combativeness and physical fitness, due to 
which they played the matches at the same pace from the beginning to the end with the 
tactics that were agreed in the dressing room. That is why it is safe to say that Yugoslavia 
and Romania were the biggest football rivals in the Balkans. In terms of strength, they 
are almost equal, as shown by the statistics from the meeting.  

Out of 21 matches played, Yugoslavia won ten times, and Romania won nine 
times, while only two matches ended in a draw. Also, it should be emphasized that 
these meetings were by far the most numerous for both countries. As far as the Yu-
goslav national team is concerned, after Romania, it had the most meetings with 
Czechoslovakia - 19, Bulgaria 13 and Poland 11. During the interwar period, the 
Romanians played a total of 87 matches. The first and last was with the Yugoslav 
national team. From the statistics, it can be noted that almost a quarter of the 
matches were with this neighbour, while the number of matches played was fol-
lowed by matches with Bulgaria 11, Poland 8 and Czechoslovakia 7.71 

Table no. 1: Results of football matches between Yugoslavia and Romania 1923–1940 

 Date Place Competition 
Result 

Yugoslavia-Romania 
1.  08.06.1923 Belgrade: SK Yugoslavia Trophy of King Alexander I 1:2 
2.  10.06.1923 Bucharest: FSSR Trophy of King Alexander I 2:1 
3.  03.10.1926 Zagreb HSK Konkordia Trophy of King Alexander I 2:3 
4.  10.05.1927 Bucharest: ONEF Trophy of King Alexander I 3:0 
5.  06.05.1928 Belgrade: SK Yugoslavia Trophy of King Alexander I 3:1 
6.  10.05.1929 Bucharest: ONEF Trophy of King Alexander I 3:2 

 
70  “Румунија победила нашег савезног капитена са 2:1”, Време, 23. 9. 1940, 7–8. 
71  The data are from: Vasa Stojković, Beli orlovi 1920–1941, (Beograd: FSJ, 1999); Cătălin Oprișan, 

100 de ani, Istoria Echipei naționale de fotbal a României 1922–2022, (București: Editată de 
FRF, 2022) and AJ, 734 (FSJ), f. 78, Jugoslovenska reprezentacija 1920–1974. 
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7.  06.10.1929 Bucharest: ONEF Balkan Cup 1:2 
8.  04.05.1930 Belgrade: SK Yugoslavia Trophy of King Alexander I 2:1 
9.  28.06.1931 Zagreb: HAŠK Balkan Cup 2:4 
10.  03.07.1932 Belgrade: BSK Balkan Cup 3:1 
11.  11.06.1933 Bucharest: ONEF Balkan Cup 0:5 
12.  29.04.1934 Bucharest: ONEF Qualification for the World Cup 1:2 
13.  01.01.1935 Athens: Panathinaikos Balkan Cup 4:0 
14.  17.06.1935 Sofia: Iunak Balkan Cup 2:0 
15.  10.05.1936 Bucharest: ONEF King Carol II Cup 2:3 
16.  06.09.1937 Belgrade: BSK King Carol II Cup 2:1 

17.  08.05.1938 
Bucharest: ONEF 

ANEF 
Little Entente Cup (Edward 

Benes Trophy) 
1:0 

18.  06.09.1938 Belgrade: BSK 
Little Entente Cup (Edward 

Benes Trophy) 
1:1 

19.  07.05.1939 Bucharest: ONEF King Carol II Cup 0:1 
20.  31.03.1940 Bucharest: ONEF Danube Cup 3:3 
21.  22.09.1940 Belgrade: BSK Danube Cup / King Carol II Cup 1:2 
 

 However, behind football was politics. The majority of matches were 
played within special competitions such as Balkan Games, Trophy of King Alexan-
der or King Carol II Cup. After that within the Little Entente Cup. As football was 
instrumentalised for politics, when the balance of power in Europe changed, these 
competitions suffered and football remained silent. The obvious one is the Little 
Entente Cup that shared the fate of the Little Entente itself: it ceased to exist. The 
interference of politics in football had its positive sides. The number of matches be-
tween Yugoslavia and Romania is a direct consequence of close mutual relations, 
both on the state level and within the royal families. Thus, the greatest rivalry in 
football was born through politics, and football of both countries flourished from it. 
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Summary 
 
Two bordering monarchies, Yugoslavia and Romania, have a complex and 

close history. Football has positioned itself as a political means of bringing together 
both the two ruling families and the two states. For this purpose, several types of 
competitions were organized: the Trophy of King Alexander I and King Carol II 
Cup. Both Trophy and the Cup represented the ruling family and as such was a 
manifestation of mutual Yugoslav-Romanian friendship and close ties between two 
kings. There was also the specific Balkan Games or the Danube Cup, where all the 
countries of the Balkans demonstrated their football skills and aimed for mutual 
Balkan cooperation that would initiate in the sphere of football and end in politics. 
In total, Yugoslavia and Romania played 21 football matches in the period 1922-
1941. Each of them had their own political background, where sometimes that po-
litical background was more important than the actual game on the field. The dy-
namics of football relations completely followed the dynamics of political relations: 
when the political map of Europe changed, football suffered serious blows. Finally, 
on the eve of the Second World War, all football ties were severed and football di-
plomacy was replaced by weapons, where Yugoslavia and Romania found them-
selves on opposite sides of the war. Thus, the decade-long football ties between two 
monarchist families and two countries were broken by the world war. 
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