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ABSTRACT: The paper chronicles the life of Karl von Krempler, a war crimi-
nal who was a Yugoslav “Volksdeutscher”. The emphasis is on the period of the Sec-
ond World War, when he attained high positions within the structure of SS and police 
in the occupied Serbia. Besides his pre-war, war and post-war career, the attention is 
devoted to the analysis of Krempler’s intriguing personality. The paper is prepared 
on the basis of the archival documentation preserved at: the Archives of Yugoslavia, 
The State Archives of Serbia, Historical Archives of Belgrade, the Military Archives, 
Historical Archives “Ras” in Novi Pazar, Historical Museum of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, The Political Archive of the Federal Foreign Office of Germany and Federal 
Archives in Berlin.  

 
KEYWORDS: Krempler, Stara Raška, Bosnia, Belgrade, Sjenica, Muslims, 

Serbs, Germans, Chetniks, Muslim Militias 
 
The cataclysms such as the Second World War fundamentally change the es-

tablished lifestyles, destroying peoples and states. In thereby resulting social disrup-
tion, various types of people who, in peacetime, (un)deservedly remain out of gen-
eral focus, “become known”. Emerging from anonymity, they, frequently, reach 
unimagined proportions of power. The promptness of their rise is exclusively pro-
portionate to their fall, following the re-establishment of peace. Karl von Krempler 
represents the archetype of the people we are talking about.     

There are, at least, two additional reasons for producing text about Krempler, 
into which the reader is introduced through these introductory lines. Firstly, we con-
sider that he is a central figure of the German occupation regime in Stara Raška in the 
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course of the period 1943–1945. Moreover, domestic historiography had been writ-
ing about him poorly, insufficiently, and mainly inaccurately and that is where we 
encounter the following reason for writing about him.1 He was also mentioned in the 
printed press, but it was the foreign historiography which described Krempler more 
precisely. Our desire to shed light on his life and work as much as possible, and avoid 
his consignment to oblivion, was the inspiration for this paper. Who was, indeed, the 
person known as the “uncrowned king” and/or “the lord” of Stara Raška?2 What was 
his life like in the time of peace? What did he do upon the occupation of Yugoslavia 
which changed everyday life? How did he build his war career? Did he turn a deaf ear 
as regards the rules of war and if he did so, was he properly punished? 

 
Life before the war 

 
Karl/Dragutin3 von Krempler was born in Pirot on 26 May 1896, in Roman 

Catholic family of the engineer Karl/Dragutin and Tereza whose maiden name was 
Waldman. Post-war Yugoslav State Security Service assumed that his father, who was 
employed in Vojvodina for a certain period of time, was of Austrian origin, while his 
mother was a “Volksdeutcher”. Although the Protestants residing in Pirot at that time – 
whose origin was mainly from the Slavic countries of Central Europe, often christened 
their children in two local orthodox churches, Karl Krempler cannot be found in their 
registry books. The reason is in the fact that this religious custom was performed in the 
church of Saint Josif in Sofia, the Roman Catholic place of worship which was nearest to 
Pirot. Zagreb is stated as his “home municipality”, where his family resided at Dezeli-
ceva Street No. 29.4 He had two older sisters Arela (1881) and Berta (1888), and both 
were born in Zagreb. It is interesting that they belonged to the Protestant Evangelicalism 
unlike their brother who was closer to Roman Catholicism.5    

                                                           
1  First and foremost, the post-war Yugoslav State Commission for determining war crimes of the occupiers 

and their helpers (DKRZ) provides a series of incorrect data on Krempler’s biography. The main communist 
chronicler of Stara Raška in the course of war, the communist Mirko Cukovic, misrepresents his very name 
(even though he hardly mentions him). The excellent example showing how uninformed the local authors 
were as regards this subject matter was a chronicle about the village Budjevo on Pester, written by Radojko 
Balsic, which is, nevertheless, regarded as valuable. He writes about Krempler as follows: “Kremper came to 
Sjenica, (mistake in the original document, M.Ž.) in the first half of 1943, he formed Schutzpolizei com-
posed of Muslims and IX Company also composed of Muslims, and Muslim young men were recruited into 
SS divisions”. By verification of the data, we have concluded that the only correct fact in the previous sen-
tence is that Krempler came to Sjenica (but not in the mentioned period). We will not mention the mistakes 
of other, less reliable authors, in the text. Arhiv Jugoslavije (AJ), fond 110, DKRZ, kut(ija) 163, 
in(ventarski) br(oj) 12122, 573; Isto, kut. 148, in. br. 9275, 40; Мирко Ћуковић, Санџак, (Београд: 
Нолит, 1964), 525; Радојко Балшић Рале, Хроника. Људи и догађаји села Буђева и Биоца са 
околином, (Горњи Милановац: Доситеј, 2005), 256.     

2  Gaj Trifković, „Brandenburg“ vs Jugoslavija 1941–1945, Vojnoistorijski glasnik, 2/2021, 102. 
3  In the documentation in the Serbo-Croatian language, frequently mentioned synonymous name is 

“Dragutin”, and in the interwar period, Krempler himself used it in a significant extent. 
4  Istorijski arhiv Beograda (IAB), Uprava grada Beograda (UGB), Kartoteka žitelja grada Beograda i 

Zemuna (Kartoteka žitelja), dok(ument) Boravišna prijava Dragutina Kremplera, 10.03.1924; AJ, 
110, kut. 709, 403, 407. 

5  IAB, UGB, Kartoteka žitelja, dok. Boravišna prijava Arele Krempler, 8.05.1940; Isto, dok. 
Boravišna prijava Berte Krempler, 3.05.1940. 
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Krempler took part in the First World War fighting in the Austro-Hungarian 
army. From 1915, he was in the infantry at the Eastern front (84th regiment), and he 
emerged from the war with the rank of lieutenant and several decorations.6 He set-
tled in Belgrade at the latest in 1924. Previously, he completed his education, taking 
into account that he registered himself with the local authorities as an “engineer”. 
He left the Yugoslav capital in February 1933, moving to Ljubljana. However, in the 
same year, he could be found in Zagreb again. There, he married Zdenka Vukic from 
Zagreb, who was a student of philosophy from a military family. The wedding took 
place at church of Saint Blaise, in October. Three years later, they had their first of 
two children, daughter Karolina (later, he had a son). Considering the fact that she 
was born in March 1936 in Zagreb, and christened in May of the same year in the 
Roman Catholic church of Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary in Zemun, we can 
deduce that the Kremplers moved to Belgrade in the meantime.7  

The family lived in a rented house in Janka Veselinovica Street, in the part of 
the city called Neimar, and in May 1941, they moved to the house in the nearby 
Hadzi Melentijeva Street, No. 72. Not later than 1940, Krempler’s sisters Arela and 
Berta joined him in Belgrade, and both unmarried and “feeble”, commenced their 
life with them. They resided in 6-room apartment downtown and paid the rent for it 
amounting to 1400 dinars on a monthly basis. The comfort Krempler provided to 
his family shows his financial stability. The beginning of the Second World War in 
Yugoslavia, however, separated the Krempler family. Before August 1942, his wife 
Zdenka moved to Zagreb with their children, to Dezeliceva Street, where she could 
be found in August 1944 as well, maintained by Waffen SS in Croatia.8 Neverthe-
less, Krempler complained in December 1943 to his superiors that he has no con-
tact with his family, and that he did not have any information about “their destiny”.9     

As is obvious, there are certain time gaps in Krempler’s biography in the course 
of interwar period. We can fill them in only by a few assumptions given in the litera-
ture. Certain authors state that he lived in Istanbul for a certain period of time.10 Oth-
ers state that he lived in Thessaloniki,11 whereas the third group of authors writes that 
he also lived at the Middle East.12 The fact supported by strong evidence is that in the 
course of 1938, he was in Vienna, where he received the Austrian citizenship in 
March of that year.13   

                                                           
6  Bundesarchiv (BArch), R 9361-III-537819, 1399; Мark C. Yeger, Allgemeine-SS. The Commands, 

Units and Leaders of General SS, (Atglen: Schiffer Publishing, 1997), 72. 
7  BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1318; AJ, 110, kut. 709, 403, 407–408; IAB, UGB, Kartoteka žitelja, 

dok. Boravišna prijava Dragutina Kremplera, 10.03.1924; Državni arhiv Srbije (DAS), Bezbed-
nosno informativna agencija (BIA), II, Zb(irka) 171, 39. 

8  AJ, 110, kut. 709, 412; BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1338; Телефонски именик за Београд, 
Земун и Панчево, 1941, (Београд: Удружење чиновника П.Т.Т. струке, 1941), 457. 

9  The National Archives in Washington (NARA), T-313, r(olna) 488, sn(imak) 000349. 
10  Gzavije Bugarel, Handžar divizija. Waffen-SS u Bosni 1943–1945, (Sarajevo: Udruženje za 

modernu historiju, 2021), 53. 
11  Geogre Lepre, Himmler’s Bosnian division. The Waffen SS Handschar division 1943–1945, 

(Atglen: Schiffer military history, 1997), 28. 
12  Nemačka obaveštajna služba, IV, (Beograd: SDB, 1959), 904. 
13  www.ourpassports.com. Sajtu pristupljeno 4. januara 2023. godine. 
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Krempler’s frequent changes of residence were, probably, the conse-
quence of his profession. SS-Grüppenfuhrer Richard Kaserer in his testimony, 
after the war, stated that Krempler told him he “had a dealership for refrigera-
tion devices for Yugoslavia” in the interwar period. German intelligence agencies 
from Sarajevo were writing in the course of 1944 that he was also the “owner of 
one factory in Belgrade”. However, it is not clear from this statement when this 
industrial plant was founded.14  

Namely, it is known that Krempler had his own office and operating space 
with machines, as well as the storehouse in Belgrade, at two addresses in Kraljevica 
Tomislava Street in Vracar (No. 10 and 36), in the vicinity of the place where he 
resided. He did the business with various devices for refrigerators – “monometers, 
thermometers and hydrometers”, as well as “electrical boilers, radiators” and simi-
lar. It seems that his business was developing well taking into account that his 
monthly income ranged from 9.000–11.000 dinars. The irony of fate was that his 
very future bosses were those who interrupted his comfortable life. In the course of 
bombardment of Belgrade by German air force in April 1941, his plant and store-
house were completely destroyed. Therefore, the amount of damage has never been 
determined.15 There still remains the question whether the Krempler managed to 
launch again the old or a new job in the course of the war?      

We have not collected much information on Krempler’s political standpoints 
between the two wars. He was not a member of Nazi party, and he also kept the 
distance from it in the course of the war. The only fact we know regarding the previ-
ously mentioned are certain data from his file kept by SS. There, it can be seen at a 
certain point, after the series of the expressed praises to him, that Krempler had 
“good SS attitude”.16 It should be also mentioned that he is not on the list of 461 
“Volksdeutschers” residents of Belgrade in the interwar period, who actually were 
the members of German organization “Kulturbund”.17  

On the other hand, despite the fact that Krempler’s life and character remind of 
the pattern in which wider public usually recognizes the secret agents, there are certain 
indications that he was engaged in the intelligence activities in the course of the First 
World War and after it. At first, he allegedly worked for the Austro-Hungarian office, in 
the territory of Romania,18 whereas in the pre-war Belgrade he knew Hans Helm who 
was one of the key German intelligence officers in Yugoslavia.19 Their relationship was 

                                                           
14  AJ, 110, kut. 148, in. br. 9275, 40; Nemačka obaveštajna služba, VIII, (Beograd: SDB FNRJ, 

1956), 1059. 
15  AJ, 110, kut. 709, 403, 408, 413; Време, 28.02.1937, 18. 
16  BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1398–1399. 
17  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 81, f(ascikla) Spisak lica nemačke nacionalne manjine koji su živeli na teritoriji 

grada Beograda, 12–19. 
18  NOS..., VIII, 1060; G. Bugarel, 53. 
19  Радосав Туцовић, Организација и развој полиције нацистичке Немачке у окупираној Србији 

(1941–1944), Други светски рат. 75 година касније, ур. Далибор Денда, Дмитар Тасић, Бојан 
Димитријевић, I, (Београд: Институт за савремену историју, Институт за новију историју 
Србије и Институт за стратешка истраживања, 2021), 341–342; Раде Ристановић, Београдски 
равногорци. Југословенска војска у отаџбини и Равногорски покрет у окипираном Београду 
1941–1944, (Београд: Институт за савремену историју, 2020), 51–52.  
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confirmed by Helm himself in 1944.20 Be that as it may, the intelligence network devel-
oped by Krempler in the course of the occupation shows that he had a talent for all kinds 
of underhand dealings. 

 
“Volksdeutscher” in SS (1942–1943) 

 
On the basis of the written heritage about Krempler’s life, we arrive at the point of 

the spring of 1942 and formation of 7th SS volunteer mountain division “Prinz Eugen”.21 
On 29 April, Krempler voluntarily joined it and thus became the member of the Waffen-
SS forces (No. 487.625/V). He received the rank of SS-obersturmführer/liutenant22 in 
the reserve and he was deployed into the 2nd regiment of the division. For a certain peri-
od of time, he belonged to the headquarters of the regiment, whereafter he was put at the 
head of one of the companies of the 4th battalion, from the August of the same year. The 
commander of the 2nd regiment, the SS-obersturmbannführer August Schmidhuber was 
impressed by his devotion and recommended him for promotion in November 1942.23 
The first larger operation of the division “Prinz Eugen” was executed during October of 
the same year (“Kopaonik”). At this occasion, a number of atrocities against the Serbian 
civilians were committed. Although Krempler’s battalion was positioned in Raška, it 
seems that he had not taken part in these assaults.24  

The primary tasks Krempler performed drew attention of the General Phleps who 
entrusted him with a new task. To be precise, in the winter and spring of 1943, SS pre-
pared the formation of one more Waffen-SS division, but this time composed of Muslims 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina. It was the future “Handschar” division, the first non-
Germanic and Slavic SS unit.25 Since Krempler was a well-educated officer, who, on top of 

                                                           
20  Nemačka obaveštajna služba, V, (Beograd: SDB FNRJ, 1958), 456.  
21  It comprised mainly the members of German minority from Backa and Banat. The commander was the 

General Artur Phleps. At the end of 1942, it had about 20.000 soldiers. The division operated throughout 
Yugoslavia in the course of the war surrendering itself in May 1945. According to “partially collected data” of 
DKRZ, its members committed 4740 murderers of “men, women and children” in the course of the period 
1942–1945. At the same time, they destroyed 8681 houses and robbed “several tens of thousands” of live-
stock. AJ, fond 110, DKRZ, kut. 148, in. br. 9275, 30; Vojni arhiv (VA), Nemačka arhiva (NA), kut. 49, f. 1, 
dok. 2, 15; Franziska Anna Zaugg, Rekrutierungen fur die Waffen-SS in Sudosteuropa. Ideen, Ideale und 
Realitaten einer Vielvolkerarmee, (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2021), 469–471; Marc J. Rikmenspoel, 
Waffen-SS Encyclopedia, (Bedford: Aberjona Press, 2004), 26, 59, 64; D.S.V. Fosten, R.J. Marrion, 
Waffen-SS. Its Uniforms, Insignia and Equipment 1938–1945, (London: Almark Publishing, 1972), 21. 

22  On 20 April 1943, he was promoted into the rank of SS-hauptsturmführer/captain, and on 21 June of the 
same year, he became the SS-sturmbannführer/major. A few months later, i.e. on 9 November, he was 
promoted into the rank of SS-obersturmbannführer/lieutenant colonel, and finally, on 1 March 1944 he re-
ceived the rank of SS-standartenführer/colonel. Then, at the same time, he became the colonel of the Order 
police (Ordnungspolizei/Orpo). Main office for the SS personnel did not properly update Krempler’s file, 
whereby there were problems with the inaccurate documentation all the way until the end of 1944. BArch, 
R 9361-III-537819, 1325, 1329, 1343, 1387. 

23  Ibid, 1320–1321, 1398–1399; AJ, fond 110, DKRZ, kut. 148, in. br. 9275, 40; Mark C. Yeger, 
op. cit., 72. 

24  NARA, T-354, r. 145, s. 3786572–78. 
25  The decision on the establishment was brought in February 1943. It was based on the pan-Islamic charac-

ter in order to attract as many Muslims as possible for Waffen-SS. It was composed of Muslims from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Stara Raška, as well as certain number of Albanians from Kosovo and Metohija. The 
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that, was fluent in the Serbian language, General Phleps recommended him for officer 
personnel of new division. He even wrote a letter of recommendation addressed to its 
headquarters, suggesting that Krempler should be appointed commander of one of the 
battalions. Be that as it may, in March 1943, he was appointed as chief of the Organiza-
tional headquarters (Aufbaustab) with the command of “Handschar” division. The task of 
this body was recruiting and conscription of the Muslims.26 Krempler, therefore, became a 
member of the delegation of SS which, on 3 March, together with the representatives of 
the authorities of the Independent State of Croatia, in Zagreb, agreed upon the require-
ments for the establishment of the division.27 

As a representative of the Ustasha regime, a Muslim politician Alija Suljak was des-
ignated to, allegedly, provide help to Krempler, whereas he, actually, was intended for ob-
serving his work. Starting from 20 March, Krempler got down to work initiating the con-
tact with the local commanders of the Muslim militias trying to involve the whole 
detachments into the Waffen-SS, i.e. to use the authority of the elders for recruiting the 
additional members. Then, with the same aim, he established the contact with the re-
nowned Bosnian Muslims, the members of the bey social class and ulema. He approached 
them, primarily, using the propaganda based on the Islam motives. He moved around in 
public wearing fez with corpse’s head.28 He used a religious content for the advertisement 
leaflets. In the course of April, the photography in which he was wearing the mentioned 
fez was published in the press. His reputation among the Muslims was such that they 
commenced asking him about the autonomy of Bosnia and Herzegovina under the Ger-
man patronage.29 Thereby he pushed aside the Ustasha delegate Suljak. Krempler will use 
the similar methods in Stara Raška later on.  

The summit of his work in Bosnia was the role he had in the course of the 
visit of Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Hajj Amin al-Husseini to Sarajevo. It took place 
at the beginning of April. Arthur Phleps designated him for securing the influen-
tial Islam religious representative. Krempler, thereby, had several conversations 
with him and organized a series of meetings of local Muslims with Husseini. He 
did that without consulting the authorities of the Independent State of Croatia, 

                                                                                                                                              
officer personnel were Germans. After training in France and today’s Poland, in February 1944, it was 
sent back to Yugoslavia. It fought with Partisans in Srem and Semberija, as well as on Majevica and in 
Podrinje. It committed a number of war crimes. Its members served as the base for two more SS divi-
sions: 23rd SS mountain division “Kama” and 21st SS mountain division “Skanderbeg” (1st Albanian). It 
disbanded in the autumn 1944, though it still officially existed until the end of the war, but within small-
er scope. In the course of its existence, it had a few names: from “Croatian SS voluntary division”, fol-
lowed by “13th SS voluntary Bosnia and Herzegovina mountain division (Croatia)” and finally “13th 
armed mountain division SS Handschar” (13th Waffen-Gebirg-Division der SS ‘Handschar’). Mario 
Verhas, Božidar Mikulčić, „Handžar”. Borbeni put 13. SS gorske divizije. Borbeni put 21. SS divizije 
„Skenderbeg”. Borbeni put 23. SS divizije „Kama”, (Zagreb: Despot infinitus,  2018), 25; Злочини 
нацистичких дивизија на простору Босне и Херцеговинне у Другом светском рату, књ. прва, 
прир. Драга Мастиловић, (Источно Сарајево: Институт историјских наука, 2023), 237–258. 

26  BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1381–1382; G. Bugarel, n. d., 53. 
27  Bogdan Krizman, NDH između Hitlera i Musolinija, (Zagreb: Globus, 1986), 590. 
28  Enver Redžić, Muslimansko autonomaštvo i 13. SS divizija: autonomija Bosne i Hercegovine i Hitlerov 

Treći Rajh, (Sarajevo: Svejtlost, 1987), 88; G. Bugarel, n. d., 53–54. 
29  Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen Amts (PA AA), Deutsche Gesandschaft Zagreb (DGZ), kut. 61, 

dok. 2, 1; Ibid, kut. 241, dok. 39, 1. 
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which, apparently, intended to sabotage the entire project of recruiting the Muslims 
into the unique Waffen-SS division.30    

However, it turned out that Krempler’s rapid success was established on 
the shaky foundation. His reports showing that he had gathered 12,000, i.e. ac-
cording to other estimation, even, 20,000 Muslim fighters for a few days, whereby 
he received numerous praises from the superiors, proved to be a mere “invented 
story”. By 20 June, SS had had only 3428 Muslims for “Handschar” division at its 
disposal.31 Furthermore, Krempler entered into a severe conflict with the repre-
sentatives of Ustasha regime and the ambassador of the Third Reich in the Inde-
pendent State of Croatia, Siegfried Kasche.  

As early as 30 March, the high official of Ustasha movement Vjekoslav 
Vrancic was complaining that Krempler had, apparently, caused much unrest in 
Bosnia using the “contradictory advertisement methods”.32 Alija Suljak was 
Krempler’s fiercest critic on the Croatian side. He designated him before the Ger-
man authorities on 20 April as the main culprit why development of the 13th SS di-
vision was going in “wrong direction”. As the evidence for the said, he stated 
Krempler’s bonds with Muslim autonomist circles in Bosnia, his “avoidance” of the 
Croats as regards the recruiting, his Serbian dialect when speaking, etc.33 The Cro-
ats were particularly dissatisfied with his behaviour in the course of Husseini’s visit. 
At the beginning of May, these accusations made their way to the General Phleps via 
Kasche. He responded in a conciliatory tone, but he accepted Krempler’s version of 
the events according to which Suljak was responsible for all misunderstandings. 
Phleps, however, reprimanded him and ordered him to “strictly follow” the achieved 
agreements henceforward, also suggesting one meeting Kasche-Krempler.34 

However, the intermediary role Phleps had was not productive. Croatian au-
thorities and Kasche continued to exert pressure for Krempler’s replacement and his 
withdrawal from the Independent State of Croatia.35 As a result of the problems 
emerging in relation to the formation of Muslim SS division, Reichsführer Heinrich 
Himmler arrived in Zagreb on 5 May and, inter alia, removed Krempler from his 
position. It is also mentioned that he was removed from Croatia on 12 July.36 
Therefore, at the end of the same month, still as the member of “Handschar” divi-
sion, he could be found in the city of Wildflecken in the south of Bavaria, wherefrom 
he was sent back to the “Prince Eugen” division and deployed in Pancevo on the 
basis of the decision of the General Phleps on 1 August. Although the command of 
the 13th SS division was regularly sending the note on Krempler’s secondment, the 

                                                           
30  F. Zaugg, op. cit., 210; G. Lepre, op. cit., 32, 34; David Motadel, Islam and Nazi Germany’s War, 

(Cambridge: Harward University Press, 2014), 191.  
31  PA AA, DGZ, kut. 241, dok. 47, 1; G. Bugarel, n. d., 53. 
32  PA AA, DGZ, kut. 241, dok. 52, 1; Zdravko Dizdar, Prva pobuna u nacističkoj vojsci: Pobuna 

Trinaestoga pionirskog bataljona 13. SS divizije “Croatia” u Villefranche-de-Rouergue 17. rujna 
1943. godine, ČSP, 2/3, 1993, 122. 

33  PA AA. DGZ, dok. 41, 1–2. 
34  Ibid, dok. 28, 1–2. 
35  Ibid, kut. 241, dok. 11, 1; Ibid, dok. 12, 1; Ibid, kut. gehaim 7B, dok. 7, 1–3. 
36  Ibid, kut. 241, dok. 18, 2; BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1404; G. Bugarel, n. d., 53. 
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Main office for the SS personnel did not notice it before the spring of 1944. This can 
make a wrong impression that Krempler’s participation in “Handschar” division 
lasted slightly longer.37 

  
“SS and political leader of Sandzak” 

 
Krempler’s failure in Bosnia was estimated within the proportions of the po-

litical debacle. For a short period of time, he managed to incur upon himself wrath 
of the Ustasha regime and German representatives in Croatia, as well as of the lead-
ers of SS– Himmler himself degraded him and Gottlob Berger, the head of the Main 
office of SS, was neither impressed by his false reports. Although it seemed that 
Krempler’s war career was going the wrong way in the middle of 1943, it was mov-
ing towards its zenith against all expectation. To put it differently, not later than the 
end of September, General Phleps entrusted him with the work with Muslims from 
Stara Raška. He executed the task in such a manner that he soon gave himself the 
credit to state self-confidently that they “blindly followed” him and treated him as 
the “sovereign and leader”. Furthermore, “in their naivety, they called him ‘The lord 
of the Sandzak’”.38 The question arising is: what was the way in which von 
Krempler achieved these results in a short period of time? 

In order to respond to this question, we have to go a few months back, to the 
period of Italian capitulation. This event, one of the most important in the entire war, 
seemed inevitable as early as in the course of the summer 1943, particularly after the 
allied conquest of Sicily and the arrest of Benito Mussolini, in the course of Ju-
ly/August. Finally, the Italian armed forces capitulated on 8 September.39 Thereby, 
German side prepared the operation “Achse”40 with an aim of neutralizing Italian 
forces in the Apennine and Balkan Peninsula. The control over the sea shores in the 
Balkans for the purpose of preventing new allied landing became of vital significance 
for the Third Reich. Therefore, due to logistical needs, coastal hinterland also encom-
passing the territory of Stara Raška gained significance.  

However, the allies were also aware of the previously said, whereby they ordered 
to the local resistance movement, Yugoslav Army in the Homeland and National Libera-
tion Army of Yugoslavia to reinforce their actions towards the occupier. Bearing the 

                                                           
37  BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1367, 1374, 1376, 1379, 1383, 1385. 
38  Historijski muzej Bosne i Hercegovine (HMBH), fond Ustaška nadzorna služba (UNS), kut. 14, in. 

br. 3499, 392; NARA, T-313, r. 487, sn. 000754; Ibid, r. 488, s. 000348; Stephan D. Yada-Mc 
Neal, Heim ins Reich. Hitlers willige Osterreicher, (?: Books on Demand, 2018), 222. 

39  Милутин Живковић, Од окупатора до савезника. Прелазак дивизија „Венеција“ и „Тауриненсе“ 
на страну ЈВуО и НОВЈ после капитулације Италије, Токови историје, 1/2022, 106. 

40  Adolf Hitler gave the necessary directives as early as May 1943. Therefore, “Army Group F” led by Field 
Marshal von Weichs was formed in the Balkans in the second half of August and it had the head office in 
Belgrade. He became a new commander for the South East (OB Südost), and thereby the superior of the 
“Army Group E” in Greece. The 2nd armored army was also subordinated to him. It should have formed the 
strike force of the attack on the Italians, and subsequently secure the protection of the Adriatic coast. “Army 
Group E” took over the command over the Italian forces in Greece based on the agreement with them. Pre-
paring for the commencement of the operation “Achse”, in July and August 1943, Germans started entering 
the Italian occupation zone in Yugoslavia, Albania and Greece taking over the strategically significant posi-
tions. Slavko Odić, Njemačke pripreme na Balkanu pred kapitulaciju Italije, VIG, 4/1965, 23–35.  
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burden of fight on several fronts, German forces did not have enough troops to re-
spond to all the challenges immediately. Therefore, they tried to solve the problem of 
control over Stara Raška seeking help from the local Muslim militias they were in 
touch with from before.41  

This was when Karl von Krempler was given a chance. He was sent as a repre-
sentative of SS to Stara Raška to establish the contact with the Muslim leaders and their 
armed forces, and win them over for the cooperation. Evidently, he had a similar task as in 
Bosnia. The difference was in the fact that in the beginning, von Krempler worked in Stara 
Raška without any support of the higher bodies of authority. It seemed that this was exact-
ly the situation necessary to him to show his qualities.42     

Krempler’s success was the result of the fast establishment of the control over the 
Muslim armed forces. Relying on the experience gained while working for SS in Bosnia 
(for example, with Hadziefendic’s militia in the area of Tuzla),43 he won them over 
through good relations with the members of bey, religious and trading elite. This was a 
significant paramilitary force having the power reflected in the membership which, over 
time, reached more than 10,000 fighters.44 Krempler tried to incorporate the highest 
quality part of these troops into SS, hoping for the foundation of the special division in 
Stara Raška. However, he did not manage to complete the mentioned and he had to set-
tle for the establishment of one SS-legion (“Albanian-Muslim SS volunteer le-
gion”/Albanisch-muselmanische SS-Freiwilligen Legion). He deployed other fighters in 
the units subordinated to Orpo, whereas weaker ones remained within the local Muslim 
militias. These forces were so strictly kept under control that they even ceased to attack 
Serbs and turned all their power against the Partisans.45  

In October 1943, Krempler formed a certain type of “temporary provincial ad-
ministration” over Stara Raška with the centre in Sjenica. Thereafter, in the field, he re-
instated the presidents of municipalities and appointed the commissioner for the super-
vision of the administration. This was the way in which he guaranteed the functioning of 
judiciary and preservation of order and peace, maintenance and protection of the road-
ways, and keeping files on a regular basis. At the same time, he developed an intensive 
intelligence activity with an aim of fighting against both resistance movements. He was 
also engaged in rendering judgments of civic and legal character.46  

                                                           
41  Regardless of the consequences, as Italians previously did, Germans also intended the Muslim forces in 

Stara Raška to be the “counterbalance” to the units of Yugoslav Army in the Homeland and National Libera-
tion Army of Yugoslavia that were dominantly composed of Serbs. NARA, T-314, r. 661, sn. 000439; 
Ufficio Storico dello Stato Maggiore dell'Еsercito (AUSSME), Divisione „Taurinense“, N–6/1003, 
Direttive de carattere generale alle quali si ispira l’аzione politica del Comando Divisione, Nr. 2986, 5. 

42  Krempler was complaining to the General Phleps in the course of November 1943 that he was 
receiving “contradictory orders from different bodies”, that he was deprived of “true help and sup-
port” on the ground, while resources sent to him by his superiors were described as “almsgiving”. 
He was writing in the same manner in the course of December. NARA, T-313, r. 486, sn. 000946; 
Ibid, r. 488, sn. 000347–349. 

43  E. Redžić, n. d., 81, 86. 
44  HMBH, UNS, kut. 14, in. br. 3499, 393; Istorijski arhiv Ras Novi Pazar (IARNP), fond 283, NOR, 

dok. Izveštaj Ministarstva vanjskih poslova NDH o Sandžaku 1944. godine, 5. 
45  VA, NA, kut. 9, f. 6, dok. 44, 1; NOS..., IV, 904, 924. 
46  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 171, 67; NOS..., IV, 906. 
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Krempler was soon awarded for the energetic work in the field. As Ger-
mans in the course of the autumn 1943 gradually established the control over 
Stara Raška, suppressing the units of National Liberation Army of Yugoslavia 
and Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, the question emerging was the one related 
to its political and administrative arrangement. Since Hitler rejected the project 
of unification with the federation of Serbia and Montenegro, as well as with the 
Independent State of Croatia or Albania, it was decided to try with the Italian 
model. Therefore, the authority over Stara Raška was entrusted to the Field 
command (Feldcommandantur) 1040 and quisling National administrative 
board in Cetinje.47 Soon, it was shown that this administrative structure did not 
have the power to bridge over the area between Cetinje and Sjenica, which was 
in the hands of guerrilla. Therefore, OB Südost reached out for practical solu-
tions, relying on Karl von Krempler.   

In other words, in March 1944, the General von Weichs decided to offer 
the legal frame to his improvised administration over Stara Raška. Military ex-
perts sent to Sjenica to estimate the situation, made a conclusion that Krempler 
should be “entrusted with the independent administration”.48 In order to avoid the 
conflict with the SS, von Weichs initiated the contact with Heinrich Himmler at 
the end of the month as regards this issue. After he praised Krempler for “skilful 
management of this demanding area and obtained confidence of the population”, 
he announced the intention to “leave the administration of this area” to Krempler. 
In this case, Krempler would be given the responsibility for OB Südost with re-
spect to administration and commerce, and as the “Regional commander 
/Kreiscommandant/ of Sandschak (the North Montenegro)” and his “special en-
voy”, he would be “directly” subordinated to von Weichs. Therefore, Stara Raška 
should have been declared as special “military and administrative county”, directly 
related to the highest German authority in the Balkans. In terms of tactics, 
Krempler would be accountable to 2nd armoured army, while as regards the “pri-
mary responsibilities”, “as he was so far” to the Higher SS and police leader 
(Hohere SS- und Polizeifuhrer/HSSPF) in Serbia, August Meyszner. Von Weichs 
committed himself to secure “necessary administrative and economic personnel”. 
This decision should have been valid until the final victory over the Partisans, up-
on which the administration would be reorganized.49 

It seems that Himmler had the similar standpoint. As early as 1 March, he 
promoted Krempler into SS-Standartenführer and colonel of the police. After-
wards, on 17th March, he informed August Meyszner that the territory of Stara 
Raška was given its SS and police leader (SSPF), within the structure of HSSPF 
for Serbia and Montenegro. By appointing Krempler for that position, the lead-
ing members of SS introduced certain, though small, degree of police and intel-
ligence autonomy in the territory of Stara Raška, thus also authorizing military 
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plans.50 Dr Klaus Masong, who also was a “volksdeutscher”, was appointed as 
the substitute for Krempler.51  

 
Cooperation with Chetniks and project of alliance between  

Yugoslav Army in the Homeland and Muslim militias 
 

Key role in Krempler’s success, as we could see, was good relationship with 
Muslims from Stara Raška. By flattery, promises, bribery, blackmailing and force, 
not only did he win them over for fighting on the side of the occupier, but he also 
kept them outside the revolutionary forces and authority bodies of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia to a considerable extent.52 A significant step towards that aim 
was made at the beginning of March 1944. The conference of “distinguished Mus-
lims” from Stara Raška was convened in Sjenica at that occasion. Under the 
Krempler’s auspices, as well as his guidelines, the delegates rendered a decision on 
the formation of the local people’s representative office, so called “Muslim National 
Community”.53 This body should have covered six counties, those of: Priboj, Nova 
Varos, Prijepolje, Bjelo Polje, Pljevlja and Sjenica, where its head office was situated.  

German authorities in Belgrade were informed on the results of deliberation in 
Sjenica via telegram, whereas the official foundation meeting was held in Pljevlja in the 
middle of March. Thereafter, the formation of Muslim National Community committees 
throughout Stara Raška was initiated.54 According to its own rules, the tasks of Muslim 
National Community were taking care of “moral, cultural, educational, political, economic 
and social rise of the Muslims in Sandschak”, i.e. bringing out “people’s wishes” before the 
occupation regime. Its members harboured the ambitions regarding the possibility of 
making independent decisions which would prescribe “all aspects of life” of Muslims, but 
German authorities suppressed these attempts via Krempler.55     

Strong support of Muslims enabled Krempler to fulfil one more task. It was the 
initiation of the cooperation with the local units of Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, 

                                                           
50  BArch, Militararchiv Freiburg (MA), RH 10-335; BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1362, 1367; Ibid, 

R 19/322, dok. 194, 1; Ibid, dok. 201, 1; Ibid, MA, RH 24/21-100, 175; Zbornici NOR-a, t. XIII, 
knj. 4, 139; Срећко Милошевић, Пријепољска битка, (Београд: НОЛИТ, 1964), 129. 

51  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 63, kut. 1, dos. br. 24, 5; NOS..., IV, 906. 
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Raška were “worse than all other Muslims in Yugoslavia” with respect to the degree of distrust into 
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Ćatovića, 21.05.1946, 7–8; Isto, NSK 35/46, dok. Saslušanje Mithada Ćatovića, 13.08.1945, 3; DAS, 
BIA, I, Zb. 175, f. Sjenica, 86; Osvit, 21.05.1944, 3.   

54  DAS, Ž-28, NOR, kut. 13, f. Sandžački četnici, dok. 94, 3–4; Isto, dok. 95, 1; VA, ČA, kut. 276, f. 
1, dok. 2, dep(eša) 3; Željko Karaula, Prilog za biografiju vođe muslimanske milicije u Sandžaku 
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55  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 266, f. 1, 144; Osvit, 21.05.1944, 3; Ž. Karaula, n. d. 
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who were brought together in the Command of Stari Ras, against the Partisans. This 
mission was significant for German administration in the Balkans. Before the end of 
1943, there were a few already achieved agreements between Chetnik commanders 
and Germans throughout Serbia. All of them were of the same character: cessation of 
hostilities, common fight against the Communists and armed assistance of the occupi-
er intended for the forces of Yugoslav Army in the Homeland.  

Among the war agreements between Chetniks and Germans, the first was the 
one signed by Major Vojislav Lukacevic, the head of the Command of Stari Ras.56 The 
situation in which his forces could be found at the beginning of November was far from 
ideal. Its members were exhausted and poorly armed, the Partisans were engaged in the 
offensive and Muslim Militias were hostile.57 Nevertheless, he was not authorized in any 
way by General Dragoljub Mihailovic for the contacts with Germans.58 Delegates of OB 
Sudost reached an agreement with Lukacevic on 13 November.59  

However, the first who signed the agreement with the members of the Command 
of Stari Ras, a few days earlier, was von Krempler helped by the local Muslims. As the 
pledge of the agreement, one Chetnik officer with 10 followers was sent to Sjenica.60 This 
was what Krempler notified the superiors about and asked them to be informed hencefor-
ward on the planned steps for that purpose, taking into account that the area in question 
was under his command.61 It seems that the proposal was adopted whereby the mainte-
nance of the relationship with the Command of Stari Ras was transferred to Krempler’s 
headquarters to Sjenica. It gave him the possibility to extend the agreement with Yugoslav 
Army in the Homeland, dragging them into the alliance with Muslim Militias, which was 
unimaginable up to that point when it comes to the territory of Stara Raška.62  

Until the end of November, Krempler published the strict orders to Muslim Mili-
tias on the cessation of the hostilities against Chetniks. To General Phleps he was writ-
ing about his decision to “uproot” the Serbian-Muslim arguments in “radical manner”.63 
His intentions can be seen in the letter sent to the commander of the Muslim militias for 
the County of Bjelo Polje: “I order that every Muslim and every Chetnik under the 
                                                           
56  H. Nojbaher, n. d., 11–12, 13–15, 142–145. 
57  NARA, T-313, r. 487, sn. 000757. 
58  VA, ČA, kut. 278, f. 1, dok. 18, dep. 28; NARA, T-313, r. 488, sn. 000348.  
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negotiated the armistice along the line Bajina Basta-Drina-Tara-Bjelo Polje-Rozaje-Kosovska Mi-
trovica-Ibar to Kraljevo-Cacak-Uzice-Bajina Basta. Chetnik units temporarily fell under the tactical 
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60  The agreement implied: the armistice on the line Golija-Javor (extended afterwards), coordinated 
action against the Partisans around Nova Varos (extended afterwards), cessation of the hostilities to-
wards Muslim Militias in the entire Stara Raška and German help in ammunition. As the intelligence 
agencies of the Independent State of Croatia were writing at that time, Krempler forwarded 2000 
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common command from this day on should be obedient, disciplined and fair. Mutual 
hostilities have ceased and the violation of this order shall be punished most severely”. 
Therefore, he requested an urgent “cessation of looting of Serbian villages and attacks on 
them”. The commander of Muslim militias agreed reluctantly, and soon his colleagues 
acted in the similar manner.64 As the time was passing by, certain number of Chetniks, 
particularly in the County of Sjenica, arrived to the similar, submissive position.65 
Hence, with an unhidden satisfaction, Krempler wrote, at the end of 1943, that he 
achieved success with Serbs and Muslims, and that both sides, allegedly, “became sub-
ordinated to his power and judgment in case of disputable matters”.66 

Afterwards he revived some of his ideas which he already had back in Bosnia. To 
be specific, that was the idea of engaging Serbs within German forces.67 At least, several 
dozens of Orthodox Christians from the county of Sjenica, but also other parts of Stara 
Raška, joined the German gendarmerie which was within Orpo. Serbs dressed up in the 
German uniforms in the course of the occupation was a rare thing, which repeatedly 
indicates the proportions of Krempler’s influence. The mentioned gendarmes were un-
der his command and in charge of the maintenance of the logistics of SS in Serbia.68  

However, the cooperation between Chetniks and Germans proved to be unre-
liable. Mutual suspicion of betrayal was dominant feeling within the union. This 
was confirmed by Krempler himself. Even though he praised Lukavcevic as “un-
doubtedly valuable fighter”, he wrote that he was willing to cooperate exclusively 
when it suited him whereby Krempler feared “the attack of Chetniks” against Ger-
mans and Muslim militias.69 His suspicions fulfilled up to a certain extent, when 
one of the most important Chetnik leaders from the County of Bijelo Polje withdrew 
from the collaboration and, keeping German weapons, joined the Partisans.70 The 
occupation authorities in Belgrade also disposed of the data that Lukavcevic openly 
carried out the propaganda causing damage to Germans.71 

The agreement between Cetniks and Muslim militias was of different character. 
The difference was in the fact that the Supreme Command of Yugoslav Army in the 
Homeland authorized the cooperation with the Muslims from Stara Raška. It gained 
the momentum after the St. Sava Congress held in the village of Ba, in January 
1944.72 Von Krempler was against any agreement of Serbs and Muslims outside 
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German control. In the course of March, therefore, the former delegate of General 
Mihailovic for Montenegro was arrested in Sjenica, while he was in the diplomatic 
service among the local Muslims.73 In any case, whether thanks to Krempler’s merits 
or not, the bilateral project of the cooperation between the Yugoslav Army in the 
Homeland and the Muslims from Stara Raška failed in summer 1944.74 

Within Krempler’s project on the other hand, there were many recorded exam-
ples of the cooperation between Serbs and Muslims. Primarily, in the course of their 
actions, German army was between their forces, but over time, they started fighting 
without an intermediary. The common “baptism of fire” when it comes to Chetniks 
and armed Muslims happened in the course of the operation “Kugelblitz” in Decem-
ber 1943.75 Immediately upon it, in the course of the operation “Schneesturm”, on 
Tara Mountain and on the Lim River, the protection of the lateral sides to bulk of the 
German army was entrusted to them. The Chetniks from Pljevlja together with the 
Muslim forces fought against the Partisans in the surroundings of Priboj, whereas in 
the very town, a mixed unit of the city guard was formed.76 Muslim detachment also 
cooperated with Chetniks from the surroundings of Nova Varos and Sjenica.77      

Centuries-old disagreements between the Serbs from Stara Raška and Mus-
lims, nevertheless, left the consequences on the union created by Krempler. In De-
cember 1943, it was reported from the office of HSSPF in Serbia that “intensive ten-
sion” between the Chetniks and Muslim militias still existed, and that the presence 
of the officers from Yugoslav Army in the Homeland in the town was considered as a 
“provocation” by the Muslims from Sjenica.78 Fierce critics of Krempler’s work were 
coming again from the side of the Ustasha regime, even though they were inseparable 
from his work in Bosnia. The accusations coming from Sarajevo were those suggesting 
that the cooperation between Muslim militias and Chetniks caused “astonishment” 
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(Београд: Институт за савремену историју, Catena Mundi, 2020), 318–329.  

78  NARA, T-311, r. 486, sn. 000132. 
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among the Muslims from Stara Raška.79 The officers from the Yugoslav Army in the 
Homeland on the other hand, were complaining about the disloyal attitude of cer-
tain Muslims in the course of military actions against the Partisan forces and con-
tinuation of violence against Serbian civilians.80  

There are claims of certain authors that the union of the Yugoslav Army in 
the Homeland and Muslim militias under Krempler’s auspices mostly went in fa-
vour of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia in terms of politics. Although these 
claims may be accepted to a certain extent, they cannot define it.81 It is enough to 
take into consideration the difficulties of German authorities as regards controlling 
the conflicts between Serbs and Muslims in other parts of Serbia. There was no ar-
mistice and/or common fight in these areas, but there were severe consequences of 
the mutual armed conflict which fully affected the local inhabitants.82 
 

“Krempler’s octopus”. Intelligence work with Muslims  
 

Soon after the capitulation of Italy, branches of German intelligence agencies 
were spread throughout Stara Raška from its epicentre in Sjenica. In the city, there 
were substations of the jurisdiction of the Security Agency and Security Police (Be-
fehlshaber der Sicherheitspolizei und des Sicherheitdienst/BdS) and Military and 
Intelligence Agency (Abwehr), whereas particularly engaged in the counterintelli-
gence activities were the members of special division “Brandenburg”.83 German and 
Croatian intelligence agencies from the Independent State of Croatia also performed 
their activities in this territory via Sarajevo. Even though all of them cooperated with 
the Muslim side, the best results were accomplished by von Krempler.  

                                                           
79  HMBH, UNS, kut. 14, in. br. 3499, 392; IARNP, fond 283, NOR, dok. Izveštaj Mahmuta 

Hadžagića o Sandžaku, 31.05.1944, 1; BArch, NS 19/1986, 1. 
80  The greatest attack on the coalition was the crime in the villages of Sjenica Visnjeva, Crvsko, 

Grgaje and Trijebina in the course of June 1944. Thereby, Muslim forces killed 66 Serbs and 
committed a severe robbery. Милутин Живковић, Раде Ристановић, Страдање старорашких 
Срба и муслимана у Другом светском рату (1941–1945), Цивилне жртве Другог светског 
рата, ур. Марија Станковић, Алексеј Јурјевич Безугољни, (Крагујевац: Спомен парк 
„Крагујевачки октобар“, 2023), 298. 

81  Aleksander Zdravkovski, The Sandžak of Novi Pazar. Milets, Nations, Empires, (London: Lexing-
ton Books, 2022), 112. 

82  We should mention certain examples from the areas which border with Krempler’s territory. In the 
autumn 1943 in the surroundings of Novi Pazar, Muslim forces burnt down 9 Serbian villages, 
killed several and expelled about 2000 civilians. Furthermore, in the course of the conflict between 
Muslims, Albanians and Serbs in the territory of Ibarski Kolasin in February 1944, several dozens 
of people were killed. Thereby, about 900 Serbian houses in 36 villages were burnt down, and 
8000–9000 of local Serbs were expelled. We will not accumulate the data about the numerous in-
cidents in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija in this work. BArch, RW 40/85, Anl. 37, 1; Ibid, 
40/86, Anl. 38, 1; DAS, Ž-28, NOR, kut. 2, f. Vlada Milana Nedića, dok. 237, 1; VA, Nedićeva 
arhiva (NDa), kut. 27B, f. 1, dok, 1, 62; M. Живковић, Између…, 325; Милутин Живковић, 
„Интегрисање Велике Албаније. Албанско-муслимански напади на Србе у Штавичком, 
Дежевском и Сјеничком срезу у јесен 1943. године”, Војноисторијски гласник,  бр. 2 (2017), 196.  

83  Particularly prominent in their actions were the commandos from the 9th company of the 4th regi-
ment, who were of Muslim origin from the territory of Stara Raška. Milutin Živković, Muslims from 
Stara Raska as the members of special Brandenburg division, Наша прошлост, 21/2022, 81.  
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While building his intelligence network, he gave priority to resourceful, young 
and educated Muslims knowledgeable in the language and/or who were from distin-
guished families. Mithad Catovic, a 16-year-old from Sjenica, was one of his most 
“favourite collaborators”. From the age of 13, he was a well-off “black marketeer” 
skilled at mechanical craft, and experienced in working within the occupation garri-
sons as a translator, considering the fact that he was knowledgeable in the Italian and 
German language. He acquired all these “virtues” in the course of the occupation.84 
Camil Hasanagic born in 1917 in Priboj is also worth being mentioned. He was an 
attorney from the University of Belgrade who “spoke German perfectly” and whose 
origin was from bey family who founded his birthplace. He had the rank of Ober-
sturmführer at the SS.85 The name of Ahmet Salihbegovic, the treasurer from Prijepol-
je, after the war was followed by the ascertainment: Krempler’s “right hand”.86 The 
son of the most influential Muslim politician in Stara Raška, Hasan Zvizdic, was en-
compassed by the inner circle of Krempler’s intelligence structure.87     

Krempler kept the best Muslim agents close to himself, in the command in 
Sjenica. The people called them the “headquarter employees” (“štabci”) and the names 
mentioned were: Salko Cesovic and Nusret Vrcic (born in 1923), Cazim Nalovic 
(born in 1924), Ejup Cingic, Ismet Catovic, Acif Biorcic, Bahto Guzonjic, Smajo Ba-
jrovic, Murat Buljubasic, Mithad and Ismet Catovic, Rizo Muminovic, Sahin Sinanov-
ic, Kadrija Zukanovic, Ibrahim Zvizdic and a few more.  

Krempler showered the “headquarters personnel” with money, presents and privi-
leges, raising their reputation with their compatriots and satisfying their youngish desires 
in the times of poverty. His agents had nice civilian suits or German uniforms, modern 
weapons, horses, a lot of money and special passes for “unrestricted movement” through-
out Serbia and Montenegro. They often accompanied him publicly, as his escort. It should 
not be disregarded that Krempler was of the same age as their fathers, since in the patriar-
chal Islam society that relationship was particularly appreciated. The agents who were 
from the influential families were also politically tightly bound to Krempler since, at any 
moment, they could serve as hostages. Therefore, Krempler was blindly obeyed by them. 
Muslim agents executed various orders, even those including espionage, stalking, control-
ling or taking their religious brothers to hard work (“to clean the German toilets”), i.e. exe-
cution of the prisoners.88 The status of Krempler’s agent became very tempting, whereby 
the Muslims from all over the place applied for the job of “headquarters personnel”.89      

                                                           
84  Catovic’s talents were also recognized after the war by the officials of State Security Service whereby as 

early as at the age of 17, he became the main source of information as regards the work of German intel-
ligence agencies and their collaborators in the territory of Stara Raška during the occupation. That saved 
his life, but he was sentenced to prison. IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, inv. br. 3, f. NSK 39/46, dok. Saslušan-
je Ćatović Mithada, 29.04.1945, 1–2; Isto, dok. Naknadno saslušanje Mithada Ćatovića, 1.   

85  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 271, f. 20, 3, 186; NARA, T-313, r. 487, sn. 000757. 
86  VA, Vojni sudovi/14 (VS/14), kut. 46, f. 21, dok. 2, 1–2.  
87  IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, inv. br. 1, f. NSK 11/46, dok. Saslušanje Ibrahima Zvizdića, 19.12.1945, 1. 
88  Isto, inv. br. 1, f. NSK 25/46, dok. Saslušanje Hilma Solakovića, 27.04.1946, 1; Isto, f. NSK 

11/46, dok. Saslušanje Mithada Ćatovića, 1–3; Isto, dok. Saslušanje Salka Ćesovića, 28.12.1945, 
1; Isto, dok. Saslušanje Ibrahima Zvizdića, 19. 12. 1945, 1; Isto, dok. Saslušanje Bajrović Smaja, 
25.01.1946, 1. 

89  Isto, dok. Saslušanje Nalović Ćazima, 26.04.1946, 1. 
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Under such circumstances, Krempler could “sift” the candidates and choose 
those who are of the best quality. According to the testimony of Mithad Catovic, 
Krempler and his collaborators first “tried them out” by giving them less demanding 
tasks such as tracking certain people in the town of Sjenica or denunciation of people 
who would publicly speak in favour of Chetniks and the Communist Party of Yugosla-
via.90 Besides these “beginners”, Krempler also gathered those Muslims who had al-
ready gained experience with respect to work with German agencies – Abwehr or 
“Brandenburg” division.91 The most talented among them were sent to the additional 
intelligence courses.92 

From the core centre in the Krempler’s headquarters, the intelligence network 
was spreading across all areas of Stara Raška. For example, SSPF of Stara Raška was in 
touch with the student Ajnija Turkmanovic in Nova Varos (sentenced to prison after the 
war), a chauffeur Beco Dzidzic and Camil Cicic in Prijepolje (shot after the war), “black 
marketeer” Zuhra Mrsic in Pljevlja (shot after the war), and 19-year-old Ibro Terzic in 
Priboj (shot after the war). The relationship with Sarajevo was maintained via certain 
Jusuf Melic.93 Further on, these agents were spreading their activities through the inte-
rior and recruiting new informants.94 Krempler’s men of trust that were also mentioned 
are as follows: Suljo Rakic (the president of the Municipality of Trijebine), Mujo Brbut 
(the president of the Municipality of Vapa), local Muslims from the villages Hisardzik 
and Aljinovice, etc.95 Certain Serbs were also recruited, but Krempler’s intelligence ac-
tivities were dominantly relying on the Muslims.96   

From the autumn of 1943 onwards, no German action in the territory of Stara 
Raška could be imagined without being prepared by Krempler’s intelligence appa-
ratus. Helped by the “headquarters personnel” and numerous informants in the field, 
Krempler sent the reports about the forces of the National Liberation Army of Yugo-
slavia to the superior military structures on a regular basis. They were in-depth and 
diverse including the data on the names of units and number of fighters, review of 
light and heavy weapons, footwear, clothes, food and moral of the opposing party. By 
infiltration of spies in the very Partisan units and/or forgetting the members of the 
resistance movement, he also disposed of the data on their plans for the future.97  

His people were also successful in struggle with still underdeveloped intelli-
gence agency of National Liberation Army of Yugoslavia. In order to find Partisan 
sympathizers and informants, the raids were conducted in the towns. In December 
1943, around 70 Serbs and Muslims were arrested in Prijepolje alone. Krempler 
                                                           
90  Isto, dok. Saslušanje Mithada Ćatovića, 1. 
91  Isto, dok. Saslušanje Ćesović Salka, 28.12.1945, 1; Isto, dok. Saslušanje Bajrović Smaja, 25.01, 

1946, 1; Isto, dok. Saslušanje Hilma Solakovića, 15.02.1946, 1. 
92  Isto, NSK 25/46, dok. Saslušanje Mithada ćatovića, 27.04.1946, 1; Isto, dok. Suočenje Mithada 

Ćatovića i Nusreta Vrcića, 1. 
93  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 270, 94; Isto, Zb. 266, 11; VA, VS/14, kut. 46, f. 8, dok. 3, 1–2; Isto, f. 7, dok. 

16, 1; IAB, BIA, dos. Muhamed Abdagić, dok. Saslušanje Muhameda Abdagića, 29.04.1945, 9; 
NOS…, VIII, 1061. 

94  С. Милошевић, н. д., 130–131. 
95  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 175, f. Sjenica, 26; NARA, T-313, r. 190, sn. 7450767. 
96  NARA, T-313, r. 485, sn. 000252. 
97  Ibid, sn. 000907, 913. 
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personally held their hearings. Furthermore, the data was obtained by threats, black-
mailing, psychological and corporal torture regardless of the sex and age of the re-
spondent.98 All the previously mentioned gave results. In the autumn of 1943, for ex-
ample, Germans received the information that the renowned industrialist Strajo 
Borisavljevic from Nova Varos, engaged by the German intelligence bodies in Saraje-
vo, was actually a double agent who worked for the Communist Party of Yugoslavia.99 
Krempler was also successful in gaining former Partisans for the cooperation.100    

When there was a need, “headquarter personnel” were dressed up in uniforms 
and deployed into Muslim collaborating units, primarily those at SS. There, they were 
executing the intelligence activities and controlling the membership, putting an empha-
sis on the detection of the potential deserters and particularly, sympathizers of the Na-
tional Liberation Army of Yugoslavia. In compliance with these tasks, they were sent not 
only to the front, but also to the garrisons for training.101 

  
The end of the war and life in the time of peace 

 
As the Second World War was approaching its end, in the course of the autumn of 

1944, the occupation administration in Serbia was falling apart. Considering the fact that 
German forces from Greece were withdrawing through Stara Raška towards Bosnia, their 
regime lasted in this area a little bit longer.102 Under the allied bombing and before the 
onslaughts of the Partisans and Bulgarian forces, Germans, nevertheless, were losing their 
garrisons one after the other in the following sequence garrison in: Pljevlja (on 18/19 No-
vember), Kosovska Mitrovica (on 22 November), Tutin (on 23 November), Raška (on 27 
November), Novi Pazar (on 29 November), Sjenica (on 14 December), etc.103 Thereby, 
Stara Raška was liberated until the middle of January 1945.104  

SS-standartenführer Karl von Krempler, however, who was the representa-
tive of the occupation authority from the beginning, did not see the breakdown of 
the same in the field. In the first days of December 1944, he could be found receiv-
ing treatment for the obtained wound, at the hospital of SS in Auspitz, today’s Czech 
Republic. Nevertheless, he kept signing as “the commander of Sandscak”. He stayed 
at hospital until the end of the year at the earliest. From 1 January 1945, he was 
also reassigned. 105 He got the employment in the headquarters of the part remained 
from what once was 13th SS division “Handschar”. 

                                                           
98  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 266, f. 1, 139, 188, 259; Isto, II, Zb. 171, 45. 
99  NARA, T-313, r. 485, sn. 001179. 
100  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 175, f. Sjenica, 10. 
101  IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, inv. br. 1, f. NSK 11/46, dok. Saslušanje Mithada Ćatović, 26.04.1946, 2–3. 
102  Army group E was withdrawing with more than ten divisions from Greece along Vardar-Morava 

corridor. However, this direction had been closed for them by the end of October whereby they 
had to change direction and withdraw along the line Raška-Novi Pazar-Sjenica-Prijepolje-
Visegrad. Борис Томанић, Преокрет. Југославија и Бугарска у завршној фази Другог 
светског рата 1943/1944–1945/1946, (Београд: Институт за савремену историју, Catena 
Mundi, 2023), 256–257. 

103  M. Живковић, Између…, 371–373. 
104  Vojna enciklopedija, X, (Beograd: Redakcija Vojne enciklopedije, 1975), 125–126. 
105  BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1324, 1388. 
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From then onwards, Krempler’s life was rapidly returning to anonymity 
from which he had emerged three years before. We have the data that by May 
1945, he was “properly dismissed” from the German armed forces due to medical 
reasons. This document was prepared by the American army, whereby it could be 
assumed that he had been taken prisoner. Be that as it may, Krempler was de-
clared as a civilian and it seemed that he was released in the capacity of the Aus-
trian citizen, having the certificate.106 

Being aware of what was the future of war success of the Third Reich, as early 
as in April 1944, Krempler took a leave due to personal reasons. He used it to ex-
tend the Austrian citizenship for the period of three years. Still being a “volks-
deutscher”, he applied in the town of Cel am Ze near Salzburg, about 380 km west 
from Vienna. On top of that, he signed using the Serbian transcription of his name – 
“Dragutin”.107 It should be mentioned that in the surroundings of Salzburg, in the 
post-war years, there was one of three collection centers for all Yugoslav “Volks-
deutschers” who fled to Austria.108 Krempler happened to be in this place, which is 
today known for being winter holiday resort, not later than February of 1948, when 
the municipality authorities issued a civil passport to him. It is interesting that he 
did not hide his identity in it, but he provided similar data as to the Administration 
of the City of Belgrade before the war.109  

In the meantime, Yugoslav authorities marked him as a war criminal. The ac-
cusations were numerous: “participation in the armed SS formations”, “murders and 
slaughters”, “intentional devastation and demolition of the property”, “abuse”, inflic-
tion of “severe corporal injuries”, “internment under the inhumane conditions” and 
“looting”. At the same time, as the former Yugoslav citizen, he was charged for the 
“betrayal of people”.110 The evidence material for the accusation was classified in the 
course of 1946–1947. 

It is not known whether, and in which ways, Krempler encountered prob-
lems throughout the rest of his life, due to the status he had in Yugoslavia. On the 
basis of the inspection of his passports from 1953 and 1958, we found out that he 
frequently left Austria. He, possibly, travelled again for business purposes, with the 
proper documentation to Italy, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland and particularly to 
the Federal Republic of Germany.111 Considering that he crossed various borders 
dozens of times, the conclusion emerging is that Yugoslav authorities did not find 
his whereabouts or that their eventual request for the extradition of this war crimi-
nal was not accepted. According to the available data, unlike his collaborators from 
SS, such as Phleps, Meissner, Kaserer, Schmidthuber or Helm, all of whom were 
executed after the war, Krempler died in Salzburg on 17 April 1971.   

  

                                                           
106  www.ourpassports.com, pristupljeno 10.01.2024; Stephan D. Yada-Mc Neal, op. cit., 223. 
107  www.ourpassports.com, pristupljeno 10.12.2023. 
108  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 81, kut. 2, f. Materijal o folksdojčerima u Austriji i Nemačkoj 1954. godine i 

pisanju njihovog lista, 11. 
109  www.ourpassports.com, pristupljeno 10.12.2023. 
110  AJ, 110, kut. 163, in. br. 12122, 577, 584, 586, 590 
111  www.ourpassports.com, pristupljeno 11.11.2023. 
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“A Typical Balkan Man”. The Personality of Karl von Krempler 

 
We think that the secret of Krempler’s success lies primarily in his own per-

sonality. To be specific, his success is based on the combination of his looks, educa-
tion, personal traits and behaviour, i.e. extraordinary adaptation of these combined 
physical and emotional characteristics and his appearance to the time and space in 
which he lived and worked.  

This officer of SS was characterized by striking physical appearance. His con-
temporaries mainly agreed on this description: he was tall, large (he had a problem 
of being overweight), having oval face, brown eyes, and his hair turned grey consid-
erably by the end of the war.112 The estimation of German intelligence agency sug-
gests that Krempler was a “highly intelligent” person who, belonging to at least sec-
ond generation of academic citizens, was “exceptionally educated”. This is 
confirmed by the fact that he spoke several languages, as many as eight, as it is stat-
ed in his SS file. We found out that he was less fluent when communicating in Ger-
man, Serbian, Turkish and Albanian language.113 

Krempler’s innate courage helped him to stand out as a good soldier in both 
wars. He received praises from the SS division “Prinz Eugen” as regards his “impecca-
ble character”, that he is “all-round and employable”, “independent in fulfilling all 
orders”, i.e. that he possessed “an extraordinary capability for teaching”.114 His fellow 
soldiers also testified about the accuracy of these estimations. They stated that he used 
to be at the front line and go into fight standing on the tank.115 In the course of one 
battle, he even destroyed an enemy tank on his own! He tactically led more than 5000 
fighters. He was wounded in both wars.  He also received numerous decorations, 
some of which were prestigious – total number of decorations was 15.116  

There were two more prominent characteristics of Krempler’s personality. 
These were extraordinary resourcefulness and arrogance. It is stated in one document 
that Krempler disposed of “excellent adaptability”, that he knew “how to behave in each 
situation”, that he never hid his “own opinion”, that he was “an excellent psychologist 
and connoisseur of people”, i.e. what is most important, that he always “attained his 

                                                           
112  “Fat, large, having brown hair, tall” or “dark-haired, overweigh having double chin and big belly”. 

DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 171, 39; Isto, Zb. 266, f. 1, 269. 
113  BArch, R 9361 – III – 537819, 1382; NOS..., VIII, 1059. 
114  BArch, R 9361 – III – 537819, 1399. 
115  IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, in. br. 7, f. K 52/47, dok. Saslušanje Gorčević Mustafe, br. 641/46, 1. 
116  The decorations he received from the Austro-Hungarian army were: Bronze Medal for Bravery, 

Silver Medals for Bravery of I and II Class, War Merit Medal of II Class with Swords, Karl Troops 
Cross and Wound Badge. In the course of the Second World War, not only did he deserve the decora-
tions from Waffen-SS and police, but also from Wehrmacht (all in the course of 1943–1944). These 
were the following decorations: Iron Cross of II Class (from the division “Prinz Eugen”), Bronze 
Medal of the Crown of King Zvonimir (from the authorities of the Independent State of Croatia), Iron 
Cross of I Class (from 2th armored army), The Infantry Assault Badge (from “Brandenburg” division), 
War Merit Cross of II Class (from HSSPF Serbia), Single handed tank destruction strip (from 2th ar-
mored army), “Nahkampfspange”, of the I Class, bronze (from 2th armored army), Silver Badge for 
Fighting against Partisans (from HSSPF Serbia) and Medal for Being Wounded in the Fight. BArch, 
R 9361-III-537819, 1387, 1399; Mark C. Yeger, op. cit., 72.  
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goals”.117 The impression that could be indisputably acquired was that he quite easi-
ly drew attention of powerful people– Himmler, Phleps, Berger, Meissner, Hus-
seini. At the occasion of his visit to Sarajevo, the last of the previously mentioned, 
“brotherly kissed” him a few times in public, to the delight of the Muslims.118 The 
authorities of the Independent State of Croatia accused him for using the visit of the 
Grand Mufti for “his own promotion”, whereby they marked him as dangerous as 
regards their interests.119 However, Krempler made use of all means, often including 
intrigues and lies.  

We should remind of his forgeries with respect to great number of gathered 
Muslims for “Hanschar” division in the spring of 1943. A little bit later, he similarly 
falsified numbers of the Muslims from Stara Raška under his command in order to 
gain sympathies of Mufti Husseini.120 He prudently used the transcriptions of his 
name. He used the Serbian transcription when he did business in Yugoslavia, i.e. 
when the war was approaching its end, whereas he used the German transcription 
in the period between these two mentioned, while he was building the political and 
military career.121 When, further on, all his property was destroyed in April war, he 
provided his landlord with “electric boilers and filters” in the amount of the three-
year rent.122 Thereby he provided his family and himself with the roof over their 
heads in these troubled times. We can find out about the manner in which Krempler 
“solved the problems” in the documents produced on the basis of the work of 
Reichsführer Himmler’s office. Namely, in March and April 1944, two claims from 
the factory “Brothers Glittenberg G.m.b.H” were sent to its address in Berlin. In 
these claims, it was requested from this office to pay Krempler’s monetary debt in 
the amount of 4656 Reich marks. For the purpose of comparing, it should be men-
tioned that his monthly salary as the member of the division “Prinz Eugen” was 450 
Reich marks.123 It is indicative that he obtained the Austrian citizenship only one 
day before its annexation to Germany, so called “Anschluss” (Anschllus). Hence, it 
was a man who was ready for all life experiences.  

His arrogance could be noticed whether thanks to his upbringing, higher ed-
ucation, acquired power or unenlightened surroundings in which he worked. It is 
worth remembering that he condescendingly wrote about the Muslims from Stara 
Raška, denoting them as naive and fanatic people although they showed great loyal-
ty to him. He saw them politically as “young children” whom he firmly held “in his 
palm”.124 On the other hand, in Bosnia, he publicly boasted that he killed “a great 
number of Chetniks” with his own hand, and, apparently, he also showed the pho-
tographs of the victims. Often he did not respect the subordination, and he commu-

                                                           
117  NOS..., VIII, 1059–1060. 
118  PA AA, DGZ, kut. 241, dok. 47, 1. 
119  Ibid, dok. 22, 1. 
120  IARNP, fond 283, NOR, dok. Izveštaj Mahmuta Hadžagića o Sandžaku, 31.05. 1944, 1. 
121  The inscription on his house in Belgrade was “Dragutin” Krempler, and he gave advertisements under that 

name in interwar Belgrade press. AJ, 110, kut. 148, in. br. 9275, 40. 
122  Isto, kut. 709, 405. 
123  Isto, 414; BArch, R 9361-III-537819, 1344–1345, 1347. 
124  NARA, T-313, r. 488, sn. 000347–348. 
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nicated with his superiors, such as the General Phleps, in the manner which was 
extremely atypical for military administration.125  

On top of the previously stated, he was a short-tempered person. People 
whom he questioned in the course of the occupation remembered him as “quite 
coarse and disgusting man” who used to “mercilessly beat” people.126 Uzeir, the 
president of Duga Poljana Municipality near Novi Pazar, a distinguished trader 
from the brotherhood Ljajic, also stated after the war that “Krempler was shooting 
at him three times because of the road which was not cleared of snow”. He also 
complained that Krempler “beat” him publicly, in the street, in winter of 1944.127  

How did this person behave in unpredictable times of the occupation? Ar-
chives show that Krempler lived his everyday life during the war “to the fullest”. He 
liked luxury and he did his best to please this need he had. However, such behaviour 
was inseparable from his political agendas with an aim of acquiring Muslims and 
Serbs from Stara Raška and Bosnia. He travelled everywhere trough Stara Raška in 
his limousine and he dwelled in beautiful houses. He brought the imprisoned wom-
en Partisans to serve him. “He drank good brandy (rakia) with pleasure”, and in 
order to be “entertained”, he sought from his superiors to send to him more refined 
alcohol. In the moments of his drunkenness, he was seen performing “belly dancing, 
tricks with a glass on his forehead and similar”. At the celebration of his decoration 
in Sjenica, the cake with almonds was served.128 We can only guess the effort which 
was necessary to obtain the fruit of this exotic tree, in a remote Balkan town, in the 
middle of the war. There are testimonies of the people who bribed Krempler for var-
ious services.129 Although he was still praised in certain reports as the person who 
“was not very interested in women” due to a certain grave surgery, it seems that he 
was not immune to the allures of women. He had mistresses in Pljevlja, Prijepolje 
and Ivanjica despite that fact that all these statements cannot be differentiated from 
the “town rumors” which often exaggerated the events from tough times.130    

On the basis of all the above stated, Krempler was condescendingly defined 
by certain contemporaries as a “clown”, i.e. they wrote about him as about an atypi-
cal SS officer, who left the impression more of  a “merchant-a typical Balkan man” 
(what he actually was).131 Nevertheless, our standpoint is that such attitude towards 
the specific mentality of the people from the territory of former Yugoslavia was ex-
actly the characteristic which the occupation personnel in the field were missing. In 

                                                           
125  PA AA, DGZ, kut. 241, dok. 41, 2; NARA, T-313, r. 488, sn. 000349; Ibid, r. 484, sn. 000270, 

296, 912; Ibid, r. 487, sn. 000754.  
126  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 171, 39; IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, inv. br. 8, f. K65/47, dok. Izjava Ujkanović 

Baša, 20.03.1947, 2.  
127  IARNP, fond 76, OSNP, inv. br. 14, f. K 147/48, dok. Zapisnik o saslušanju Uzeira Ljajića, 

30.03.1947, 3. 
128  DAS, BIA, II, Zb. 171, 45–46; NOS..., VIII, 1060; NARA-T-313, r. 487, sn. 000858; PA AA, DGZ, 

kut. 241, dok. 47, 2; 
129  DAS, BIA, I, Zb. 266, f. 1, 435; Isto, II, Zb. 171, 67. 
130  Ibid, I, Zb. 175, f. Tutin, 20; IAB, BIA, dos. Muhamed Abdagić, dok. Saslušanje M. Abdagića, 

29.04.1945, 9; Isto, dok. Zapisnik o saslušanju M. Avdagića, 18.04.1947, 1–2; Ibid, dok. Izjava 
od 5.05.1946, 1; NOS..., VIII, 1060. 

131  PA AA, DGZ, kut. 241, dok. 47, 2; NOS..., VIII, 1059. 
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any case, Krempler was much more successful than “typical” SS officers, which 
could be seen on the basis of the (lack of) success of his substitutes.132  

 
* * * 

 
Finally, how could we describe briefly the life path of this kind of person – the 

person who trades refrigeration devices in time of peace, while in war, he participates 
in fights, spreads intelligence network, commits war atrocities and makes decision as 
regards hundreds of thousands of people? It could be said that Krempler’s life before 
the occupation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was characterized by frequent reloca-
tions throughout his childhood, fighting experience in the First World War, no less 
demanding struggle for obtaining proper education, successful business career and 
own family, was intensive and strenuous, but not turbulent. In the spring of 1942, he 
was one of Belgrade industrialists, at that moment financially impaired. Precisely two 
years later, nevertheless, he was considered one of the key people of German occupa-
tion regime in Serbia and Montenegro.  

Due to changing war conditions, we could see that Krempler aggregated admin-
istrative, commercial, police and partial military authority in his own hands, in the ca-
pacity of a “special envoy” of OB Sudost in Stara Raška. Numerous facts show that a 
notion about him as about the sovereign of this territory was not lacking the actual 
stronghold. Only the person having such power was able, over a short period of time, to: 
engage thousands of Muslims to support Germans in combats, organize developed in-
telligence network, achieve the agreement with the Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, 
organize the union between fierce opponents Chetniks and Muslim militias, provide 
functioning of civil administration, judiciary, roads,  supplying the population, etc. 

These were the reasons why Krempler’s name was frequently mentioned by 
the most powerful people of that time – Himmler, Berger, Husseini, as well as the 
powerful people on locals such as: von Weichs, Phleps, Meyszner, Kasche, etc. For 
the sake of truth, the attention he drew was not always positive, as it was the case in 
infamous situation in Bosnia. Nevertheless, he compensated for the damage he suf-
fered as regards his political engagement with his work in Stara Raška.  

Krempler’s influence was descending with unavoidable German defeat in the 
autumn of 1944. In just a few months, he became a civilian again, under a cloak of 
anonymity, deep inside the Austrian Alps. As a war criminal he disappeared from 
the political scene and spent the last years of his life living peacefully. However, it 
was the luxury which the majority of his colleagues from SS could not count on.     

When it comes to Krempler’s personality, the remaining dilemma is whether 
he was a spontaneous adventurer or calculating careerist? He probably embodied 
both of these. On one hand, he was a “a typical Balkan man” with prominent need 
                                                           
132  In the course of April and May of 1944 in SSPF in Stara Raška, he was substituted by the SS-

oberführer Richard Kaserer. He was a long-standing SS officer and verified member of Nazi party. 
However, in a very short period of time, he managed to get into a conflict with army and with 
HSSPF of Serbia, as well as with the local Muslims. Himmler was fully informed about the case 
and Krempler soon regained his position. BArch, R 9361-III-534034, dok. Behrends fur Gottlob 
Berger, 18.05.1944, 1–2.  
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for food, drink and luxury, who, under the effect of alcohol, made a “clown” of him-
self in taverns but, in front, he destroyed tanks regardless of his physical defects. On 
the other hand, he was: “exceptionally“ intelligent and educated person who spoke 
several languages and possessed social intelligence, making clear statements as re-
gards his opinions and always achieving the aims he set, even at the cost of using 
forgeries, intrigues and violence. Perhaps, the synonym “uncrowned king” men-
tioned at the beginning of the text, nevertheless, suits quite well the name Karl von 
Krempler. In any case, we can deduce that it was the one of the most intriguing per-
sons who appeared during the Second World War in the occupied Serbia.  
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“LORD” OF STARA RAŠKA. 

WAR BIOGRAPHY OF SS-STANDARTENFÜHRER  
KARL VON KREMPLER (1939–1945) 

 

Milutin Živković, PhD 
 

Summary 
 

The life of Karl von Krempler could be roughly divided into four parts. His 
childhood was probably marked by the frequent change of his residing address due 
to the job of his father. In the course of the First World War and interwar period, he 
became a mature, business and family man, who, nevertheless, was often “on the 
road”. The beginning of the Second World War marked a new period for von 
Krempler and it was the very period which left the deepest impact on his life. 
Emerging from the anonymity in the spring of 1942, in the period of two years only, 
he became one of the most powerful people of that time. As the “sovereign” of Stara 
Raška, he was ruling the destinies of a great number of people beyond the usual 
practice of the war hierarchy of the Third Reich. Krempler’s glory did not last for a 
long time. The remaining question is whether he really wanted it? Therefore, under 
the auspices of Austrian Alps, in the anonymity, as the ongoing war criminal, he 
spent the last years of his life. Nevertheless, it cannot be said that he was hiding dur-
ing those years, since he often travelled around Europe with his real identity. Was 
he protected and if he was, who protected him from the Yugoslav authorities who 
marked him as a war criminal? This question remains unanswered, waiting for the 
future generations of historians to find an answer for it. 
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